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Best wishes for a happy, healthy 2015.

Vale Bob Parker

With regret we note the passing of Bob Parker this month. Bob was a key person in the
Humpty Doo Rice Project from 1954 to 1964, first with Territory Rice Limited (TRL)
then Rice Development Pty Ltd. A popular manager, he next managed the CSIRO’s
experimental rice farm at Middle Point until it closed in 1973 and other government
farms before retiring. He continued an active life in Darwin.

“The best boss I ever had,” Bob Hulands, former TRL employee, current FOFD member.

UPDATE ON THE FOGG DAM OPEN WATER PROJECT

The weed harvester operated successfully for a month last year, extending open water
around the causeway. As a result, increased numbers of birds can be seen on the dam.

An accident then required repairs in dry dock. The repairs and upgrades to occupational
health and safety systems were carried out at the Fogg Dam Ranger station, with much of
the work volunteered. With the dam water level having just risen high enough, the
harvester was returned to the dam on Wednesday 21st January. Thank you Shorelands.

_

Previously operated by low security prisoners, volunteer
options are now being considered.

Parks and Friends of Fogg Dam are seeking
expressions of interest from people to help drive
the weed harvester. If you are interested in
making a difference to the Fogg Dam environment
and keen to participate, please email:

info@foggdamfriends.org
You will need to be able to:
o Multi-task with skills similar to a tractor/grader operator
e Be conscious of OH&S
o Be prepared to follow guidelines and procedures
o Be methodical, practically minded and enthusiastic.

Once again we wish to thank our sponsors: Parks & Wildlife
NT; Adelaide River Parks Joint Management Committee;
Shorelands Group; Coolalinga & Districts Bendigo Bank;
Enzed; Charles Darwin University; Norsign; Shade & Play;
In & Outboard Marine; NTAP; Top End Windscreens & Tinting; Outback Batteries; ITS
Communications; Complete Vision; McDonalds and Dudley Designs. |
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WETLANDS PROPOSAL

The Wetlands Proposal was first submitted to Parks & Wildlife in 2010 with endorsement of
the Traditional Owners and the University of Sydney Tropical Ecology Research Centre. At
last, funding was made available for the proposal this financial year. However, we're very
disappointed excavation work on the floodplain did not begin before rain made it impossible.
We trust funding will be carried-over to next financial year and action will occur before the
next wet season.

A summary of the Wetlands Proposal

The Wetlands Proposal is to excavate
waterholes of varying depths on the
floodplain side of the dam wall, west of
the red gravel bank. The waterholes will
be linked by channels and filled by the
rain and dam overflow. Birds will
gather around these waterholes and
move along as ponds dry. Throughout
the dry season there will be birds at the
waterholes that can easily be viewed by
people in their cars. Ironically, tourists
in cars can get closer to the birds than
when walking. This project is consistent
with Parks’ policy that closed the cause-
way to pedestrians.

We understand that the pond at Mamukala wetlands in Kakadu was excavated with tractors/
excavators in a similar way some years ago. It keeps more birds close to the visitor shelter for
a longer time.

WOODLAND TO WATERLILY BOARDWALK

Terrible news. The Woodland to Waterlily walk had an arson attack last year. It had been closed
for repair, which was almost finished when the fire was lit, totally destroying a section of board-
walk. It’s hard to understand the mentality of a person who could do this. We are advised the
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OLIVE HYMENACHNE CONTROL

Olive hymenachne is a weed of national significance and a declared Class B weed whose
growth and spread is to be controlled. Propagating from both seed and plant fragments, it is
extremely difficult to eradicate.

Starting in 2011 with a $4,700 grant from the
Territory Natural Resource Management Board
(TNRM), Friends of Fogg Dam has been working
with Parks and Wildlife to map and control olive |
hymenachne at Fogg Dam. Prolific then, the weed
extended around more than 60% of Fogg Dam’s
perimeter and was scattered throughout the
floodplain.

Helicopter above floodplain 2 December

With two subsequent EnvironmeNT grants, by July |
2014 we had reduced the weed in the dam by 80%. e o

A further TNRM $4,000 grant allowed us to engage
Top End Helicopters to spray much of the flood-
plain and a small lagoon south west of Fogg Dam
early in December 2014. FOFD and Parks used 4x4
vehicles and quad bikes to spray other areas.

While the recent campaign was effective, regrowth
can already be seen and follow-up work is needed

* Pandanus ond— e rowth at edge
to stop the weed getting out of control. P 8 8

FOFD applied for $20,000 under the Commonwealth’s 25th Anniversary Landcare grants
scheme to continue the olive hymenachne work until June 2016. However, we learnt on
22 December that our application was not successful!

HIGH COMMENDATION at the National Landcare Awards

As winner of the NT Qantas Innovative Community Group Award in 2013, Friends of Fogg
Dam participated at the 2014 National Landcare Conference and Awards that were held in
Melbourne in September. Roleybushcare from WA was the winner of our category. FOFD
received a High Commendation Certificate for our past activities including field days, the
rice project history and weed management. Thank you to all our members and supporters.

The one NT entrant to win a National Award was Lakefield Station, a 58,500Ha family run
cattle property with 1,050Ha of critical wetland. Owned and managed by Garry and
Michelle Riggs, it won the Australian Government Innovation in Sustainable Farm
Practices Award for producing food in a best practice manner to ensure resilience to deal
with climate change and market variations. Congratulations, Lakefield Station.
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The AGM was held in October and we were delighted to welcome two new members
to the committee: Jenny Cameron and Lyn Reid. The remainder of the committee
is unchanged: Heather Boulden, President; Bob Hulands, vice President; Leisa
Baldwin, Treasurer; and Jeremy Hemphill, Secretary and Public Officer.

ROSEMARY KIDD POSTERS

Victorian artist, Rosemary Kidd visited Fogg Dam last year
and generously donated to Friends of Fogg Dam a number
of bird and wildlife posters plus sole ownership of two im-
ages of classic Fogg Dam birds: a Rainbow Pitta; and a
Royal Spoonbill with Little Egret. The posters can be seen
and purchased at Nightcliff Market. The committee is
exploring options to use the Pitta and Spoonbill, Egret
images.

A range of art work by Rosemary Kidd can be seen online at:

http://www.etsy.com/shop/AwesomeAussieGifts

http://www.redbubble.com/people/rodesigns

PHOTOS BY Ian Morris, OAM

Naturalist Ian Morris is a regular visitor to Fogg Dam ; 4 P
and has kindly shared some of his fabulous recent and £ * e -

last wet season photos, of activity at the dam. , s y N ‘_“"“-( 3
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They illustrate so well the wildlife that makes Fogg
Dam so special. On the right and pages 5 and 6.

P i N
4“ h\\.

R Whistling kite and egret
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WEBSITES |

Have you visited our websites prepared and hosted by Peter Walker of
Imagineer? They include information about the historic Humpty Doo Rice Project which
created Fogg Dam.

www.foggdamfriends.org and
ricetrail.com.au

Please LIKE our Fogg Dam Friends Facebook page, add reports and photos.

Find and add to our Google+ page at:
https://plus.google.com/u/0/communities/103253209179664999529
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