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10 YEARS OF FOFD

Friends of Fogg Dam Incorporated (FOFD) was established in October 2006 to:

o protect and enhance the natural environment and biodiversity of Fogg Dam Conservation Reserve
and wetlands.

o provide information about the natural environment of Fogg Dam Conservation Reserve and wetlands.

e encourage community involvement and provide input into Parks and Wildlife Management Plan for
Fogg Dam Conservation Reserve and Wetlands.

Our Newsletter No 14 will include a review of FOFD’s past activities.

ARTIST AT FOGG DAM PROJECT— Mark your diary for a
2 Week Exhibition - Opening 7th October at Tactile Arts Gallery

Summary:

In September 2015, Friends of Fogg Dam (FOFD) invited Alison Worsnop, to be the ‘Artist at Fogg
Dam’ for 2016. The ‘Artist at Fogg Dam’ Project reflects the vision statement and purposes of
Friends of Fogg Dam, by promoting the Reserve’s ecological and aesthetic values and creating
public awareness and enjoyment. The Project, endorsed by the Traditional Owners and Parks &
Wildlife involves Alison:

. visiting Fogg Dam regularly to sketch and gather artistic reference material,

. inviting other artists/craftspeople to take part;

. producing a body of visual art relating to Fogg Dam;

. conducting other activities, such as paint outs and plein air painting classes,

. organising and curating an exhibition of the project work at Tactile Arts Gallery (next to the

NT Museum) from 77-23 October with the opening night on Friday 7 October.

Preview of Paintings by Alison Worsnop
Above - Sunset at Fogg Dam
Right - Piglets (detail)
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The Artist Team:

. Alison Worsnop (organiser, curator, artist) FOFD member www.alisonworsnop.com

o Jane Moore (visual artist, designer, print-maker) FOFD member) see
www.basilhalleditions.com.au

o Graham Kenyon, (painter, crafter, traditional owner)

o Christian Clare Roberts (artist, mentor) www.ccrobertson.com

. Robert Walter (artist oil and other media) http://www.tactilearts.org.au/exhibitions/
fragments/

. Veronica Priestley (Textile artist) www.silkworks.com.au/
Fiona Scott, Lee Berryman, Jenny Nixon and others of the Rural Potters

o Jinx Smith (fabric items) new FOFD member
. Mike Bowman (silver jewelry, mentor, supporter) FOFD member.
WEED MANAGEMENT

Since inception in 2006, FOFD has helped Parks & Wildlife Commission to manage weeds at
Fogg Dam with working bees and funding. Initial efforts concentrated along the two walking
tracks and around Pandanus Lookout and then extended to manage Olive hymenachne and other
significant weeds throughout the Reserve.

Most recently FOFD was awarded $25,000 for weed control in Fogg Dam Conservation Reserve
between 1 July 2015 and 30 June 2016. This project was supported by Territory Natural Resource
Management through funding from the Australian Government’s National Landcare Programme.
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Completed on 30 June, the project included the
spraying of Olive hymenachne (OH) and Mimosa
pigra, both weeds of national significance, wherever
accessible and clearing weed mat from the dam.
Having cleared about 10Ha of weed mat up to
September, the weed harvester and airboat have
been unable to continue due to the low water level in
the dam. Much of the area cleared is now home to
lotus lilies, now dying off, beautiful when flowering.

A chartered helicopter, airboat, quads and 4x4
Toyotas have been used to spray OH in open areas of the reserve. OH also occurs beside and
within treeline borders of the dam and floodplain. Generally inaccessible, the poor wet season
provided a rare opportunity to access and spray OH along part of the eastern edge of the dam and
at the northern end of the Monsoon Forest walk. There, the OH is returning.
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Areas sprayed by helicopter, quad and 4x4 during the project.

Hand weeding with assistance the Green Army cleared the Snake weed and Sida from the view along the
walking tracks. Calopo, a creeper persistent around Pandanus Knoll was sprayed occasionally.

With the Woodlands to Waterlily walk closed in most of 2014-2015 to repair fire damage, weeds returned.
These have been sprayed effectively from a quad bike.
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An area of sprayed Sida and grasses A patch of sprayed Olive hymenachne
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WEED CONTROL FROM 1 July 2016

Unfortunately, from 1 July FOFD has no grant money to charter helicopters or purchase fuel and
sprays to continue its Olive hymenachne management work.

Will that be a problem?

1. Yes, from seed that is now
dormant, from plants now growing
within the Reserve’s treeline or on
neighbouring properties. While
Parks can be expected to fund aerial
and ground based spraying, neither
it nor contractors have equipment to
control weed within the treeline.

2.  Butnotifa Mudd-ox or similar all §
terrain vehicle (ATV) capable of
traversing a pig-rooted, rough,
generally wet floodplain and
manoeuvring around the treeline

were available. Olive hymenachne amongst trees at the northern end of the
Monsoon Forest Boardwalk

DRONE

FOFD applied successfully for a NT Community Benefit Fund grant of $9,109 to acquire and operate
a DJI drone to assist in weed and fire control work at Fogg Dam — also see Earth Hour story, page 5.
The drone will be used to locate
weed infestations by photography
and evaluate the effectiveness of
treatment.

The drone, a DJI Phantom 4 and a
tablet computer to control it are
currently being commissioned. The
grant includes money to train a
“pilot” to CASA certification.

The drone is now helping to
assess the fire situation around
Fogg Dam Conservation Reserve.
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EARTH HOUR, 19 MARCH 2016

A function at Fogg Dam to celebrate Earth Hour on 19 March included presentation of a cheque by
MLA Lia Finocchiaro to purchase a drone for weed management — see page 4. Also a BBQ, talk by
Dr Greg Brown of Sydney University Tropical Ecology Unit and a night time wildlife excursion along
the Woodlands to Waterlily Walk led by David and Kim McLachlan and Jo from Parks & Wildlife.

Presentation of the drone cheque by MLA Lia Finocchiaro
Photo by Geoff Whalan

Over 30 species were observed on the excursion including spiders, frogs, lizards, birds, crickets,
butterflies, bats, a freshwater crocodile, water python, tree snake and possibly: a sugar glider.
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Earth Hour wildlife photos by Kim McLachlan and Debbie Louez
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Earth Hour wildlife photos above by Kim McLachlan and Debbie Louez

FIRES

Mid-June, another unauthorised fire was lit
on the floodplain north of Pandanus
Lookout. This was rapidly brought under
control by the Rangers and caused no
damage.

Parks & Wildlife, with assistance from
Lambells Lagoon Volunteer Bush Fire
Brigade, is carrying out controlled burning to
protect infrastructure and remove weeds.

Burning following spraying is a recommended . : :
.. . . Burning vegetation, western side of Fogg Dam [
way to eliminate Olive hymenachne. Burning 18:38 6

of the dam’s vegetation has the prospect of
creating more open water next wet season. The FOFD drone is assisting the design and
evaluation of these fires.

Arsonists have also been lighting fires along Anzac Parade, Thomsen Road,
Harrison Dam and Djukbinj National Park. One destroyed buildings and equipment.
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THE STATE OF THE DAM

Those who visit Fogg Dam regularly or view our Facebook page will be aware the water level is
exceptionally low following two poor wet seasons plus a build-up of silt. It’s been too low to
operate the weedharvester since September last year and the harvester now sits on the bottom.

Photos are taken every month from the dam wall lookouts. The three below, looking west from
the second lookout along the dam wall, show vegetation returning since a channel of open water
was made by a backhoe in February 2012.

| Creating the open water channel, Feb 2012

2

Artist at Work

Vandalism continues

Busy at Pandanus
Lookout 18 July: Jane
Moore sketching for
her contribution to
the Artist at Fogg
Dam project.

Shortly after Easter, the FOFD
donation box at Pandanus
Lookout was robbed and
damaged:- a lot of work for
little reward for the thieves.
Repairs were made.
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GRANT APPLICATIONS

All terrain vehicle

FOFD submitted NT Community Benefit Fund applications to acquire
and operate a Mudd-ox all terrain vehicle fitted with spray equipment
in August & November 2015 & February 2016.

This amphibious vehicle would be used for weed and fire control at Fogg Dam Conservation Reserve.

The only way to access weeds around the perimeter treeline, it would be available to other groups
using nearby Harrison Dam and Lambells Lagoon reserves. The response to all applications was
negative, eg: “The program is highly competitive and attracts a high number of applications.
Unfortunately, on this occasion your application has been unsuccessful. You are welcome to apply
for the current round under this program, which close on the 31 May 2016 with notification due 31
August 2016 ...".

FOFD submitted a revised application noting the approximately 100,000 visitors to Fogg Dam each
year, our 66 financial & 366 Facebook members together with letters of support from the MLA for
Goyder, the MLA for Nelson, Professor Rick Shine of University of Sydney, NT Parks & Wildlife
Commission, Tourism NT, Landcare NT, Darwin Plant Wholesalers, Territory Natural Resource
Management, NT Field & Game Association, Ethical Tours, Experience the Wild Tours, NT
Environment Centre and Litchfield Council.

LATE UPDATE:- our May application was unsuccessful. Very disappointing &
frustrating.

Drone

In November 2015 FOFD applied successfully for a NT Community Benefit Fund grant of $9,109 to
acquire and operate a DJI drone to assist in weed and fire control work at Fogg Dam — see page 4 &
Earth Hour story on page 5. The drone will be used to locate weed infestations by photography and
evaluate the effectiveness of treatment and monitor the fire situation.

2017 Field Day

As a result of ongoing enquiries from the

community. The FOFD committee is planning
another Field Day to be held on Sunday 23 April
2017. The theme is to be “The Wonder of 2 !
Wetlands”. ) WG P IK.

Another date to be entered in your
diaries.
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MEMBERSHIP MATTERS

Deductible Gift Recipient Status

FOFD has applied for Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR) status so donations of $2.00 or more will
be tax deductible and more corporate funding opportunities will open.

The paperwork was lodged with the Commonwealth Government authorities early this year. We
await the outcome; a process that can take up to 12 months.

To qualify , FOFD needs to have and retain 50 financial members. So, please check
you’ve renewed your membership or, if not a member, please consider joining: Family $20
a year, single $15, pensioner/student $10.

Annual General Meeting

With the end of our financial year on 30 June, our general and grant accounts are being prepared
for audit in preparation for our Annual General Meeting, which is to be to held on Sunday
2 October.

At the AGM we need to elect a President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, 4 Committee
members, a Public Officer and appoint an auditor.

Please consider nominating to the Committee. Application forms can be found on FOFD’s
website: www.foggdamfriends.org

FOFD’s DIGITAL MEDIA SITES

Have you visited our websites prepared and hosted by
Peter Walker of Imagineer?

They include information about the historic Humpty Doo Rice
Project which created Fogg Dam plus a lot more:

www.foggdamfriends.org and
ricetrail.com.au

Our community Friends of Fogg Dam Facebook page
has lots of great wildlife photographs and news:
https://www.facebook.com/

groups/1686892574862109/

Our Google+ page is less well used but also contains
wildlife photos:

https://plus.google.com/u/o/

communities/10325320017966 2
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