
 

 

 

For those of us that love the Top End, the  

Artist at Fogg Dam Exhibition 

at the Tactile Arts Gallery 

19 Conacher Street, Fannie Bay 
coincides with the 10th anniversary of Friends 

of Fogg Dam Inc. and is not to be missed.   

Opening at     5:30pm on Friday 7 October 

Exhibition:     7 to 23 October 2016 

Gallery open: Tuesday to Sunday, 10am - 4pm 

 

Fogg Dam captures the interest of artists 

Christian Clare Robertson, Robert Walter, 

Jane Moore, Alison Worsnop, Graham  

Kenyon, Veronica Priestley, and the Rural  

Potters. Their artistic response to this historic 

site will culminate in an exhibition at Tactile 

Arts Gallery. 

 

 

Within Heritage Listed Fogg Dam Conservation  

Reserve, Fogg Dam is a relic of the failed attempt, in 

the 1950's, to establish a major rice growing  

region in the Top End. Today the dam wall provides 

easy access from Darwin for visitors to experience the 

ecology and landscape of monsoonal floodplains and 

wetlands. As part of the Adelaide and Mary  

River Flood Plain system, it is recognized for its  

diverse habitats, is a site of international  

importance for bird conservation and also a long 

term research location for the University of Sydney.  

 

The project is supported by: 
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10 YEARS OF ACHIEVMENT: 2006 – 2016   
A summary of FOFD’s past and current activities.  

Image Christian Clare Robertson, Lotus (detail) 
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Formation meeting at Fogg Dam, October 2006 

Chief Ranger Barry Scott Some of the  attendees 

Vision, purpose and objectives of Friends of Fogg Dam Inc. 

Our vision: 
To protect and enhance Fogg Dam Conservation Reserve and wetlands as a place with a di-
verse, secure and healthy natural environment cared for and appreciated by all; raise aware-
ness of Fogg Dam and promote its beauty and biodiversity. 

 

Principal Purpose: 
To protect and enhance Fogg Dam Conservation Reserve and wetlands. 

 

Our objectives are to: 
1. Protect and enhance the natural environment and biodiversity of Fogg Dam  
Conservation  
reserve and wetlands. 
2. Provide information about the natural environment of Fogg Dam Conservation reserve and 
wetlands. 
3. Encourage community involvement and provide input into Parks and Wildlife  
Management Plan for Fogg Dam Conservation Reserve and wetlands. 
 
Secondary activities: 
1. Support the protection of historic and cultural information; 
2. Improve visitor facilities and provide input into visitor management;  
3. Assist visitors to enjoy, understand and appreciate the Fogg Dam Conservation  
reserve and wetlands. 



Highlights of Friends of Fogg Dam Inc  

Special Events 

2006   Friends of Fogg Dam (FOFD) commenced in October. 

2008   Field Day: talks, walks, childrens’ activities >400 attended. 

2009   Interpretive Shelter officially opened by Minister for Parks &Wildlife (P&W) with participation 

of Traditional Owners and Middle Point Primary School. 

2010   Field Day: talks, walks, childrens’ activities >600 attended. 

“ Launched booklet on History of the Humpty Doo Rice Project downloadable from the internet. 

2012   Field Day: talks, walks, childrens’ activities plus Middle Point School art display. 526 attended. 

2013   Launched Humpty Doo Rice Trail & Audio at Tourism Top End >120 attended. 

“ FOFD received NT Qantas Innovative Community Group Landcare Award 

2014   FOFD featured in ‘Darwin & Beyond’ segment of Coast Australia TV production. 

“ FOFD received High Commendation Certificate at National Landcare Awards 

2015  The Weed Harvester was officially launched by Minister for P&W. 

“ FOFD featured in BBC radio program Costing the Earth, “Taming Australia” segment 

“ FOFD held an Earth Hour Wildlife Walk at the dam. 

2016 Earth Hour Wildlife Walk  with presentations by Dr Greg Brown and  Lia Finnochiaro MLA. 

Working Bee hours at the Dam 
2007-2015 Provided 1,051 working bee hours plus another 853 hours from FOFD participation in  

Corridors of Green and the Green Army.  Total = 1,904 

Many volunteers come from Darwin and drive an hour each way to participate in a working bee. 

Grants 
2007-2015    FOFD  has raised $97,850, plus additional funding via Corridors of Green & Green Ar-

my, to maintain, improve and promote Fogg Dam. 

Community Support 
FOFD enjoys strong community support.  This is demonstrated by: 

- Community participation and feedback at special events; 

- 17 local businesses donating products and labour to make the weed harvester safely operational. 

- Donation of prizes by businesses for Field Day events.   
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Lobbying, Minister inspections and a public petition resulted in restoration of the 
Monsoon Forest Boardwalk, that was closed following fire damage in 2005.  

Page 8 of  booklet   

prepared for Minister ‘s 

visit  of February 2007 

30 metres of boards damaged by fire.  

Walk closed with promise to reopen in  

2007, yet no action . 

Inspection by Minister Scrymgour , Feb 2007 

Restored walk opened by Minister Hampton at Field Day, 10 April 2010  

Fire damaged section 
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WORKING BEES, TRAINING, DISPLAYS 
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Establishing Anzac Parade container, Interpretive sign & Official opening in 
August 2009 by Minister for Parks, the Hon. Alison Anderson MLA 
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Field Days at Fogg Dam 2008, 2010, 2012 
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Since inception in 2006, FOFD has been helping Parks & Wildlife Commission  manage weeds at Fogg 

Dam.  Working bees with assistance of Conservation Volunteers Australia and the Green Army have cleared 

Snake weed and Sida from the view of walkers along the walking tracks.  

Starting with an NT government “EnvironmeNT” grant in 2011, FOFD and Parks began to eradicate Olive 

hymenachne from the Reserve and with further NT Government, Territory Natural Resource Management 

and Australian Government Landcare grants have extended this to include other invasive weeds and the 

weed mat within Fogg Dam. Several types of equipment are used. 
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May 2007 aerial view of dam, <10% open water 

Weed harvester acquired by FOFD & Parks 2014 

Weed harvester at work July 2014 

Two views from east platform on the dam wall , March 2014 at left, May 2015 at right 

Clearing around Waterlily walk platform, March 2015 

WEED MANAGEMENT 
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Olive Hymenachne Mimosa Pigra 
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Heritage and the Humpty Doo Rice Trail 

With two NT Government Heritage grants FOFD produced a 25 page booklet on the commercial 
Humpty Doo Rice Project that operated between 1954 and 1964 and a downloadable audio and web 
guide to the project’s remnant facilities and infrastructure.  

Launch of Rice Trail, Tourism Top End, 3 October 2013 



 

 

For the container, tools and interpretive sign: 

 

 

For weed management grants: 

 

 

 

 

For Rice Trail Heritage and drone acquisition grants: 

 

 

For weed harvester purchase & maintenance: 

 

 

 

 

 

For internet services:  
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Friends of Fogg Dam thanks its major project sponsors 

 

 

Telstra 

Shop Darwin 

Imagineer 


