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This issue features: 

 -  A report by Alison Worsnop on the Artists at Fogg Dam Exhibition & Friends of Fogg   
 Dam (FOFD) 10th anniversary celebration. 
 - A report by Professor Thomas Madsen, School of Biological Sciences, University of  
 Wollongong and Centre for Interpretive Ecology, School of Life & Environmental  
 Sciences, Deakin University on the abundance of the dusky rat at Fogg Dam.  
- FOFD’s Annual General Meeting. 
- CoastAdapt  - a comprehensive online coastal climate risk management tool box. 
- 30 year anniversary of Landcare’s formation in Victoria.    
- Birdwatching at Fogg Dam for Bird Week. 

Artists at Fogg Dam Exhibition - Tactile Arts Gallery, Darwin 

7-23 October 2016: Report by Artist at Fogg  Dam, Alison Worsnop 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Graham Dugmal Kenyon Abalongor (Crocodile) 

Acrylic on canvas 91 x 61cm 

Coinciding with the 10th anniversary of 

Friends of Fogg Dam, the Artists at Fogg 

Dam Exhibition opened at the Tactile Arts 

Gallery on 7 October with over 200 guests 

to celebrate and an estimated 300 visiting 

later. The evening started with a preview for 

Friends of Fogg Dam members, followed 

by a welcome to country on behalf of 

Traditional Owner, Joan Kenyon and was 

officially opened by Clare Martin, Chair of 

the NT NRM and former Chief Minister. 

 

The Exhibition was the culmination of the 

Artist at Fogg Dam project. This started in 

October 2015 when Friends member, 

Alison Worsnop was nominated as ‘Artist at 

Fogg Dam” – to conduct a voluntary 

artistic ‘residency’ and produce a body of 

artwork for exhibition. There was no facility 

for actual ‘residence’ but frequent visits and 

long memories provided inspiration and 

artistic reference material. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visitors can visualise Fogg Dam as a lush 

wetland of lotuses, lilies, crocodiles and 

waterbirds – and the exhibition had its share 

of these images: Sensual, flesh-textured 

leaves in Clare Robertson’s sophisticated 

small canvases; Jane Moore’s delicate, 

Veronica 

Priestley 

Luffa Vine 

linen cushions 
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coloured drawings; Robert Walter’s 

ephemeral birds; Fiona Scott’s lotus leaf 

bowls; and Veronica Priestley’s luscious, 

watery silks - all showed the aspects of Fogg 

Dam we usually choose to remember. 

However, Fogg Dam is not quite a pristine, 

natural environment. Its recent history is as 

a failed large scale agricultural enterprise 

which became a nature reserve, apparently 

by default. The dam wall – originally 

containing an artificial lake for irrigation, 

now forms a convenient road and viewing 

point for visitors in cars and buses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Robert Walter Azure Kingfisher 

pencil on paper 50x40cm 

The original body of water has progressively 

become filled in, with the lush growth of 

native sedges, ferns and other plants for 

which this highly fertile environment is 

famous. To maintain it as ‘open water’ 

Fogg Dam is subject to distinctly un-natural 

and un-sightly intervention. As CDU 

scientists Alice Leppitt and Don Franklin 

concluded after studying the plant growth at 

Fogg Dam: 

 

“The conundrum for management is that the 

disturbance regime that is required if areas of 

open water are to be retained for wildlife and 

tourism, may itself compromise the tourism value 

of the wetland.” (And one might add, compromises 

its artistic value). 

Thus, the Artists’ project was more 

challenging than expected: and not just due 

to drought, but also long closures of the 

Monsoon Forest Walk; and the practical 

reality that Fogg Dam is now essentially a 

drive-in-drive-out destination for 

photographers, rather than plein air artists, 

who need long stretches of time, space and 

solitude. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jane Moore Pandanus ink on paper 56x76cm 

Some of these tensions were reflected in the 

exhibition. Veronica Priestley chose dried 

plant debris, bark and pods of the wild 

Luffa vines to design her printed linen. Lee 

Berryman took some of the subtle and 

sombre colours of burned and parched 

ground for her ceramics. Alison Worsnop 

had intended to paint the wet-dry monsoon 
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climate, but her canvases portrayed climate 

change: fire in the rainforest; smoke from 

the floodplain (which burned for weeks in 

2015); intense heat and humidity; squally 

showers; and charming, but destructive feral 

pigs and buffaloes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alison Worsnop Feral Pig Family (detail) 

         Acrylic, collage on canvas 

The exhibition was well received by the 

media and the public. It generated or rekindled 

interest in Fogg Dam for many of 

the visitors. A typical comment was ‘I love 

Fogg Dam but I haven’t been for years’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christian Clare Robertson – Lotus Leaf (detail) 

    Oil on canvas 

Catherine Buckley, of Tactile Arts has kindly 

published her photographs on 

FoggDamArtists2016 page of Facebook. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Duo Serenata Concert and champagne on the lawn at 

Tactile Arts 

Some of the paintings and drawings are still 

available for purchase or hire, so please 

contact Alison Worsnop on (08) 8988 1770 

or art@alisonworsnop.com if you are 

interested. 

The artists thank NT Arts for the financial 

grant towards the exhibition and production 

expenses and also Friends of Fogg Dam, 

particularly Heather and Jeremy for their 

moral and in-kind support. 

Friends of Fogg Dam are invited to look 

out for the continuing artistic partnership 

and exhibition – also on a Wetlands theme, 

either next year or early in 2018. 

 

The dam following recent rain, 18 November 
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Extreme climatic events and the saga of the dusky rats (Rattus  
colletii) on the Adelaide River floodplain. A report from Professor  
Thomas Madsen of the University of Wollongong and Deakin University 

From 1991 to 2005 the Fogg Dam Conservation Reserve and the surrounding Adelaide River  
floodplain had the highest biomass (i.e. kg of animals per unit area) of prey, indigenous dusky 
rats, and their predators, water pythons (Liasis fuscus) so far recorded in any terrestrial  
ecosystem in world.  The reason for this was (and still is) the extraordinary primary  
productivity of the floodplain (i.e. growth of highly nutritious plants such as the sedge  
Eleocharis and others such as wild rice).  The extremely high primary productivity of the 
floodplain is caused by the annual seasonal inundations which replenish the floodplain with 
silt, nutrients and organic matter, making the Adelaide River floodplain soils one of the most 
productive habitats in the world. 

I have been studying the abundance of dusky rats on the 
floodplain since 1991 (from 2000 with the great assistance 
of my wife Beata Ujvari).  From 1991 to 2005 rat numbers 
showed quite substantial annual variations in numbers (see 
Figure 1).  However, on 3 March 2007, 244 mm of rain fell 
in the Adelaide River catchment (approximately 100 km  
upstream south of Fogg Dam) within 24 hr, the highest  
daily rainfall recorded at Adelaide River meteorological  
station since records began in 1956.  This resulted in the 
build up of a tidal wave about 1 m high, an “inland  
tsunami”, that inundated the entire Adelaide River  
floodplain within a few hours, which drowned virtually all 
the dusky rats living on the floodplain (see Figure 1, and 
also huge numbers of agile wallabies).   

The two years after the inland tsunami rat numbers started to recover and in 2010 rat  
numbers again were similar to that recorded previously (see Figure 1).  However, this recovery 
was short-lived.  Between the 15 to 
17 February 2011, tropical cyclone 
‘Carlos’ produced a deluge of 308 
mm of rainfall, the highest rainfall 
recorded in Middle Point  
meteorological station since  
records began in 1957, which,  
similar to the flood recorded in 
March 2007, rapidly flooded the 
Adelaide River floodplain causing 
another mass drowning and near-
eradication of the dusky rat  
population (see Figure 1).  As  
results of Carlos in 2012 and 2013, 
we only trapped 11 and 8 rats  
respectively but from 2013 to 2015 
we did not catch one single rat.  

Figure 1—Dusky Rat  abundance 

Dusky rat - Rattus colletii   
     Photo: David Wright 
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The virtual lack of dusky rats during the last 8 
out of 9 years resulted in that Fogg Dam water 
python population number, due to starvation, 
dropped from about 2500 to 100 snakes!  The 
starvation hit the large more than the small/
young pythons as the larger snakes needed 
much more food to sustain themselves than the 
small snakes.  The lack resulted in that the 
growth rate of the small pythons was  
dramatically reduced and these small pythons 
were able to survive by feeding on lizards and 
other snakes, including death adders (a rather 
toxic diet!). 

Then comes 2016!,  and amazingly in September we caught 143 rats along our 500 m trap 
transect, more than we have ever done during out previous 24 years of field work (see  
Figure 1).  So the dusky rats are indeed back and in huge number!  The return of the dusky 
rats has resulted in that the few surviving pythons are now fat and happy again and many of 
the females captured were full of eggs! 

How could the rats have returned from virtually nothing to 
such large number over just one year?  Bea and I believe 
that it might be due to a combination of the rats amazing 
reproductive capacity (female dusky rats mature at an age 
of about 6 weeks produced large litters) AND reduced  
predation.  Although water pythons, when their number 
were high, were indeed the main predator of the dusky 
rats, other predators such as dingoes, and unfortunately 
feral cats!, raptors and goannas also fed on the rats.   
However, during the last years, like the water pythons, 
these rat predators due to lack of food have become quite 
rare on the floodplain.   

As a parenthesis the goannas have unfortunately been  
virtually exterminated due to the arrival of the cane toads.  
So Bea and I believe that the combination of the dusky 
rats reproductive capacity AND low predation rate has 
made it possible for rat numbers to increase from 
virtually zero to their present record numbers.  
We estimate that at the moment there are about 
6 tonnes of rats per km2, indeed quite an  
impressive number of a rodent which has a mean 
mass of about 80gm! 

 

 

 

 

 

Thomas and water pythons when they were common 

Bea and a king brown snake. Like the goannas the 

king brown snakes have apparently gone virtually 

extinct since the arrival of the cane toads.  The last 

one Bea and I caught was in 2006 (the toads  

arrived in 2005).  

The picture of the dead goanna was taken in situ showing 
how fast the toad toxins will kill a goanna (or a king 
brown snake).  The goanna had bitten the toad right 
across its back and must have died in a few seconds after 
the bite as the toad is laying dead about 30 cm from the 
goanna.  
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CoastAdapt - Coastal Climate Risk Management Framework 

Signs along the Arnhem Highway indicate the Adelaide River Coastal Plains will be the first  
impacted by climate change and rising sea levels. 

The National Climate Change Adaptation Research Facility (NCCARF) is developing an 
online coastal climate risk management framework,  CoastAdapt, to help decision makers 
and practitioners deal with coastal climate change and sea-level rise issues.  

CoastAdapt, https://www.nccarf.edu.au/CoastAdapt-beta-release includes tools and  
information on the science of climate change, risks, effective response options, and likely 
costs of action. It makes use of national data sets and research outputs developed over the 
past 5 years by Australian scientific organisations and includes clear guidance on good  
practice and links to case studies.  

CoastAdapt is currently available in beta version. A final version is to be released early in 
2017.  In the meantime, NCCARF invites comments through the CoastAdapt website.  

30 Years of Landcare  -  from humble beginnings in Victoria 
Adapted from the Landcare Australia website 
 
The name ‘Landcare’ evolved in Victoria through an initiative of Joan Kirner, (then  
Minister for Conservation, Forests and Lands) and Heather Mitchell, (then President of the 
Victorian Farmers Federation). With the generous support of community members, farmers 
and departmental officers, they launched ‘Landcare’ in central Victoria in November 1986. 
 
As early as the 1950s some Australian communities had begun practising landcare;  tackling 
grass roots environmental issues . In January 1988 Australia’s first official Dunecare groups 
formed on the New South Wales Mid North Coast.  
 
In 1989 the national Landcare movement officially began with Rick Farley of the National 
Farmers Federation and Phillip Toyne of the Australian Conservation Foundation,  
successfully lobbying the Hawke Government. In July 1989  Landcare became a national 
programme when the Australian Government, with bipartisan support, announced its 
“Decade of Landcare Plan” and committed $320 million to the programme.  
 
What has transpired since is remarkable; Landcare groups have formed all across Australia, 
and in over 20 countries around the world. The cornerstones of Landcare are that it is being  
community owned and driven, being bi-partisan in nature, and encouraging integrated  
management of environmental assets, including productive farmland and a sustainable  
approach to private land management. 
 
FOFD member Pam Robinson has provided a link to a historic film about the establishment 
of a successful early Landcare group in north east Victoria, Warrenbayne Boho Land  
Protection Group: http://www.geckoclan.com.au/landcare-1980s-style/    

https://www.nccarf.edu.au/CoastAdapt-beta-release
http://www.geckoclan.com.au/landcare-1980s-style/
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Bird Week Excursion to Fogg Dam  

As part of Bird Week, Parks & Wildlife and 

Land for Wildlife organized birdwatching at 

Fogg Dam on the morning of Saturday  

22 October.  

Emma Lupin of Greening Australia & Land for 

Wildlife and JoAnne Scott from Parks and 

Wildlife met with people interested to learn 

about and find birds at Fogg Dam  lookouts 

and  on the Woodlands to Waterlily Walk.  

FOFD members Mary Marshall and Janis Otto 

who are both great bird photographers,  

provided local input, helping to locate and 

identify birds. Despite being very wet, the morning was well attended and enjoyable. 

Emma Lupin talking with the group.  

Photo: Mary Marshall 

FOFD’s Annual General Meeting was held at the Hon Kezia Purick MLA’s  

Coolalinga Office, Sunday 30 October.  

Office bearers and the new committee are:  

Chairperson:  Heather Boulden 

Vice-chairperson:  Jenny Cameron 

Treasurer:   Lyn Reid 

Secretary:   Jeremy Hemphill 

Committee:   Alan Marshall, Pauline Cass, Mike Bowman and Lucy Black. 

Public Officer:      Jeremy Hemphill 

Auditor:              Michael Stott. 

The AGM was followed by a general meeting. 

  The view from Pandanus Lookout following rain, 18 November. 


