Newsletter

Issue 18, September 2017

In this issue:

. Annual General Meeting.

. Membership and Tax deductible gifts.

. Achievements in 2016-17

. $15,000 Territory Natural Resource Management/Landcare project
- “The Wonder of Wetlands’ Field Day at Fogg Dam on Sunday 23 April.
- Weed control in 1800Ha Fogg Dam Conservation Reserve.

. Working Bees.

. Grant application for a Mudd-ox All Terrain Vehicle.

. Daminmin Open Day

. Field day photos.

Annual General Meeting

Members are invited to FOFD’s annual general meeting at the home of Lyn and Brian Reid, Lily Lane
McMinns Lagoon NT 0835.

We need a quorum, so please attend if you’re able. Please also consider nominating for a committee
position. Commencing at 2.30pm on Sunday 15 October, AGM’s are traditionally of short duration.

The AGM will be followed by refreshments and a general meeting.

Membership and Tax Deductible Donations

Earlier this year FOFD obtained Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR) status meaning donations to
FOFD over $2.00 are tax deductible. DGR status requires us to maintain membership above 50
and receive Tax Deductible (TD) donations. We now have 53 members and $89 of TD donations.

Member renewals are due on 31 March each year. Your membership is valued and helps us to protect
and enhance the natural biodiversity of Fogg Dam. Please check whether you renewed your
membership. If you’re not a member, please consider joining: Family $20 a year, single $15,
pensioner/student $10.

Payments can be made to our Membership account: BSB 633-000, account 13013 7946

Tax Deductible Donations are for preserving and enhancing biodiversity of Fogg Dam Conservation
Reserve, improving facilities and educating visitors on the value and importance of the Reserve.
Donations can be made to our DGR Trust account: BSB 633-000, account 15712 6780

To receive a receipt to claim your deduction, email details of your name, donation amount, and date to:
info@foggdamfriends.org

d Wing fast, 17 September 2017
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Achievements 2016-17

The principal activities of the association during the 2016-17 financial included:

celebrating 10 year anniversary of Friends of Fogg Dam Inc. at Artists at Fogg Dam exhibition.
e supporting an exhibition of Artists at Fogg Dam at Tactile Arts Gallery from 7- 23 October 2016.

e obtaining a Territory Natural Resource Management grant of $15,000: $11,000 for a Field Day
and weed management and $4,000 for drone training.

¢ funding 3 members to undertake training and certification to fly the drone.
¢ installing donation boxes at the two lookouts along the causeway.

J assislt(ing Land for Wildlife with ‘Introduction to Birds’ at Fogg Dam on 23 October for Bird
Week.

e organising a nocturnal wildlife walk at Fogg Dam for Earth Hour on 25 March.

e organising a Field Day at Fogg Dam on 23 April 2017.

e monitoring birds and open water at Fogg Dam on a regular basis.

¢ holding eight working bees at Fogg Dam with 204 hours of volunteer work.

e organising University of Sydney students to talk about their work at three of the working bees.

e distributing four newsletters.

The Territory Natural Resource Management/Landcare Project

In April 2016 FOFD applied for a Territory Natural Resource Management/Landcare Community
Capacity Grant and was awarded $15,000 to be used between 1 January and 30 June 2017 to
encourage community engagement in maintaining and promoting the biodiversity of the dam and
associated floodplains of the Adelaide River through “management of invasive species, working bees,
drone flying and a Fogg Dam community event”.

‘The Wonder of Wetlands’ Field Day

The Field day was opened by the Minister for Parks and Wildlife, the Hon Lauren Moss MLA, and
attended by 340 adults and 80 children. The program included:

. 8 guided walks discovering birds, butterflies &
dragonflies, natural history and plants;

. 8 talks covering snakes, weeds, birds, fire, climate
change, art, drones and Friends of Fogg Dam,;

. 7 activities for children including: drawing, crocodile
safety, a treasure hunt, seeing “what’s in the water” and
Wildcare stories.

s a o

The Hon Lauren Moss MLA and FOFD
President Heather Boulden opening the Field Day

Feedback was positive and included suggestions for future
field days and improving Fogg Dam Conservation Reserve.
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The Management of Invasive Species
On 17 January on behalf of FOFD, Top End
Helicopters sprayed approximately 124Ha of the
floodplain and dam to control weeds.

Area sprayed 17 Janu-

In January, once there was sufficient water in the
dam, Weed harvester operations resumed and by the
end of June vegetation had been removed from over
10Ha of the dam.

Weed harvesting, burning and spraying in dry parts
of the dam plus restoration of fire breaks by Parks &
Wildlife in 2016, cleared approximately 25% of the
dam’s 120Ha surface area of weed mat. Weed
harvester operations continue.

; R s %
Drone view from the eastern _snden‘f-d_it‘m 25-June
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This project was supported by Territory Natural
T W A Resource Management through funding from the

Weedinge Woodlands to W aterlily Walkue i )
‘ #% v R Australian Government’s national Landcare program.

- Territory
Natural Resource

Management Australian Government

National
Landcare
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Working Bees

Following the Field Day, two working bees were held. On Sunday 28 May snake weed, calopo and
some sida were cleared from the hill before and underneath the first boardwalk of the Monsoon Forest
Walk. The snake weed was flowering and the calopo setting seed.

On 25 June the drone was flown to start a photographic record of the dam and its surrounds. Weeding
was also carried out around Pandanus Knoll.

Reports of issues to be addressed are provided to
the Rangers, eg the 75mm high trip hazard below,
since fixed.

Early in 2016 the section of the Woodlands to
Waterlily Walk at right, was surrounded by long
grass, weed mat and melaleuca trees. Using the
Weed harvester, an airboat and land based
equipment, Parks & Wildlife have created open
water and removed a potential fire hazard.

Drone photoof Woodlands
boardwalk 25 June

Failed Grant Application - Mudd-ox All Terrain Vehicle

Our 7th application for a Major Community Benefit Fund Grant for a Mudd-ox all terrain vehicle
(ATV) to treat currently inaccessible weed seeding areas
at Fogg Dam was unsuccessful.

After discussion with Parks & Wildlife, FOFD submitted
a new application in August - the result to be notified
“in writing after the 30th of November 2017.”

If successful, the Mudd-ox will be available for similar .;, nz‘i‘c’cesSJMeOJ1ve hym
work at Harrison Dam and Lambell’s Lagoon Reserves. S Ll = Monsoon-Ferest Wa
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Daminmin Open Day

Graham and Lynette Kenyon, who operate the highly regarded Pudakul Aboriginal Cultural Tours
from their Humpty Doo station property, are organising an open day to celebrate the construction of a

new timber deck.

Graham and Lynette invite FOFD members and friends to attend the Daminmin Open Day which will
be opened by Kezia Purick, MLA, Speaker of the NT Legislative Assembly and FOFD member.

Graham is a Wulna
traditional owner of the
Adelaide River area that
includes Fogg Dam, a
member of the Adelaide
River Conservation

Reserves Joint
Management Committee
and, before starting
Pudakul, was a Ranger
at Fogg Dam.

Lynette is manager of the
Window on the Wetlands
visitor centre.

Certificate of Excellence
2015

v
tripadvisor

Pudakul Aboriginal
Cultural Tours

Certificate of Excellence
2016

S
tripadvisor

Pudakul Aboriginal
Cultural Tours

* Art Trail
© Aboriginal Painting

¢ Spear Throwing Competiion

* Bush Tudcer Tasting

% Make A Bush Bracekt
< Did]eridoc Playing Sessions

< Buy Local Art

¢ Kids Painting Activities

And Much More...

DAMIN

OPEN DAY

o celebrate the
!u_u_-ollt constl'uﬂl_On
of our T 1) decking
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o PUDAKUL ABORIGINAL ’

CULTURAL EXPERIENCE e
EUEH TUGKEN WALK & TALK )
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Arnhem Highwa v (near Fosk) Dam)
89849282 pudakulcom.au
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| Field Day Photos — courtesy Mary Marshall |
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Field Day Photos — courtesy Mary Marshall & Pauline Ca
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Field Day Photos — courtesy Mary Marshall
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