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Best wishes for a joyous Christmas and
a healthy, happy 2018

2017 in Brief

Its been a busy year for Friends of Fogg Dam Inc with:

« 7 working bees,

o an Earth Hour wildlife walk in March,

« registration as a Deductible Gift Recipient in April,

o A Territory Natural Resource Management (TNRM)/National Landcare grant to
hold a field day, manage weeds and train drone pilots,

o Breakfast with the Birds and Aussie Backyard Bird Count in October supported by
Litchfield Council and Landcare NT,

o the annual general meeting in October,

o participation in TNRM’s conference, a Landcare NT forum and their respective AGMs
in November.

FOFD Annual General Meeting

The annual general meeting was held on Sunday 15 October. After 11 years as
Chairperson, Heather Boulden stood down and Mike Bowman has taken over.

The committee is now:
Mike Bowman, Chairperson;
Jenny Cameron, Vice-Chairperson
and Secretary;
Lyn Reid, Treasurer;
Jeremy Hemphill, Public Officer;
Mary Marshall;
Lucy Black;
Pauline Cass;
Heather Boulden.

Michael Stott was appointed auditor.

The 2017 annual general meeting
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WORKING BEES

FOFD undertook 109 hours of work at seven working bees in January, February, March,
May, June, September and October.

Work undertaken included removing snake weed, sida and calopo, cleared debris and
pruned vegetation along the two walking
tracks and around Pandanus Knoll lookout.
The FOFD drone was flown to photograph
open water and vegetation in the dam and
floodplain.

Following several working bees, post gradu-
ate students of University of Sydney Tropical
Ecology Unit discussed their research topics.

In September, Professor Thomas Madsen of \\. . v
Woolongong and Deakin Universities | Professor Madsen with water python
discussed the dusky rat-water python
relationship and the need to retain the natural
habitat of the floodplain extending north from Fogg Dam Conservation Reserve to the
Adelaide River.

Earth Hour Wildlife Walk

Earth Hour was launched in Sydney in 2007 and has become the worlds largest grassroots
movement for climate change action. : 2
Turning lights off for an hour is a symbolic
way to get people talking about what they
can do to reduce the impact of climate
change.

The Fogg Dam event, on Saturday evening
25 March, commenced with torches
switched off, listening to the nocturnal
sounds, then moved along the Woodland to
Waterlily Walk. 20 people attended.

leard restlng on twig: Debbie Louez

Our thanks to guides Tim Porter, Scott van
Barneveld, David and Kim McLachlan and Debbie Louez who took photographs placed on
FOFD’s Facebook page.
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Registration as a Deductible Gift Recipient

The Commonwealth Income Tax Assessment Act 1997 makes provision for a Register of
Environmental Organisations to endorse eligible environmental organisations as
Deductible Gift Recipients. Donations to these organisations can qualify for an Australian
tax deduction.

Friends of Fogg Dam Inc was entered onto the Register of Environmental Organisations on
10 April 2017 and gained Deductible Gift Recipient status.

FOFD will use tax deductible donations to preserve and enhance the biodiversity of Fogg
Dam Conservation Reserve. Donations can be made to FOFD’s Bendigo Bank account:
BSB 633-000, account No. 15712 6780

For a receipt to claim your deduction, please email details with your name, donation
amount and date of donation to: info@foggdamfriends.org

Territory NRM/National Landcare Project

In January 2017 FOFD was granted $13,000 to hold a Field Day, undertake drone training
and manage invasive species. The project was completed in July.

. ‘The Wonder of Wetlands’ Field Day at Fogg Dam on Sunday 23 April was opened by
the Minister for Environment & Natural Resources, the Hon Lauren Moss, MLA.
Attended by over 400, the program included guided walks, presentations,
demonstrations and a range of activities for children.

. Invasive species of the dam and floodplain
were targeted by helicopter spraying. The
weed harvester, working with an airboat
and tractor, cleared approximately 10Ha
of the dam, restoring open water.

. Three members undertook training and
obtained licenses to operate FOFD’s
Phantom 4 drone.

A

Clearing vegetation from the dam

The project was supported by Territory Natural
Resource Management and the National
Landcare program.

- Territory .
Natural Resource :l:&%r;arz
Management Australian Government Jramm
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Over 30 breakfasts were prepared expertly by
Justine Elder of Landcare NT including fruit, bacon
& eggs, breads, Danish pastries, tea and coffee.

Surveys were undertaken from seven locations
under guidance from Tim Porter of Parks & Wildlife
and FOFD’s Brian and Lyn Reid. 41 species were

Breakfast with the Birds for the Aussie Backyard Bird Count

With Litchfield Council funding through Landcare NT, FOFD hosted a free breakfast at the
Fogg Dam rotunda on Sunday 29 October as part of the Aussie Backyard Bird Count.

Sidneed  famai ’mm...._

recorded: Photo: Ma Marshall
Arafura fantail Australian darter Australian grebe
Black kite Black-necked stork Blue faced honeyeater
Brolga Comb-crested jacana Crimson finch
Figbird Great egret Green pygmy-goose
Intermediate egret Leaden flycatcher Lemon-bellied flycatcher
Little corella Little egret Little pied cormorant
Magpie goose Magpie lark Masked lapwing
Mistletoe bird Nankeen night-heron Northern fantail
Pied heron Rajah shelduck Rainbow bee-eater
Rainbow pitta Restless flycatcher Rose-crowned fruit dove

Rufous whistler

Rufous banded honey eater

Straw necked ibis

Shining flycatcher Wandering whistling duck Western (?) gerygone
Whiskered tern Whistling kite Willie wagtail
Yellow oriole Yellow bellied flycatcher
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Territory NRM and Landcare NT Conferences

FOFD is a member of both Territory Natural Resource Management and Landcare NT.

Territory NRM’s annual conference was held over 21-23 November at Darwin
Convention Centre. As in previous years this provided excellent information and
networking opportunities with quality presentations, practical workshops and
inspirational people.

TNRM'’s Annual General Meeting preceded a most enjoyable Gala Dinner Awards evening.
TNRM Chief Executive Officer, Karen May, said the awards importantly recognise the
efforts of people in the community who were often the quietest achievers.

Our congratulations to all finalists and winners of awards.

Landcare NT held a successful forum and AGM on Friday 24 November. The forum
learned of the Commonwealth Government’s restructuring of Landcare and revised the
Landcare NT strategic plan.

All Terrain Vehicle Grant Application

FOFD has now made eight unsuccessful applications
for an NT Government Community Benefit Grant to
purchase a Mudd-Ox all terrain vehicle. The machine
would treat the Reserve’s otherwise inaccessible weed/
seed banks of Olive hymenachne, a weed of national
significance, that ensures ongoing infestation.

With an announcement by the NT Treasurer on 30 November that the program is under
review, the outcome of our 9th application will not be determined until next year.

Sesbania on the Floodplain

Much of the floodplain is now
covered by the native plant
Sesbania sesban, which can be
mistaken for the problem
invasive weed Mimosa Pigra.

Sesbania, growing to 2 metre
height with yellow flowers, is an &
annual or short-lived perennial
shrub of the coastal floodplains.

Friends of Fogg Dam. PO Box 1505, Humpty Doo. NT 0836 www.foggdamfriends.org info@foggdamfriends.org




Newsletter

Issue19 November 2017

27 November 2017— falling level

27 November 2017 —following rain
|
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