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In this issue Com " "
¥ Litchfield Citizen of the year award oming up this mon
¥ Working Bee reports Earth Hour walk ~ ©8.30 pm
¥ Significant tree register Saturday evening 30 March
¥ Mudd-0x All-terrain vehicle grant
¥ Earth Hour walk Working Bee D 9.00am to midday,
¥ Fogg Dam in The WeekendAustralian, Sunday 31 March
¥ Toad prevalence
¥ At the dam B drone photo records Both begin at the rotunda.

Pauline Cass becomes Litchfield Citizen of the year
Each Australia Day, Litchfield Council makes awards in three categories:
¥ Litchfield Citizen of the year to Oa citizen 30 years and over who has demonstrated an
outstanding achievement for the Litchfield CommunityO
¥ Litchfield Young Citizen of the year to a younger citizen and
¥ Litchfield Community Event of the year .

This year our own Chairperson, Pauline CassbecamelLitchfield Citizen of the Year. In
announcing the award, Litchfield Mayor, Maree Bredhauer, congratulated Pauline who, she
said, @ontributes much to the community through her work as a volunteer and champion of
the environmentO. <o (1

Congratulations Pauline, to Makuen Clinton B young citizen of the
year, and Girraween Primary School whose Field Day was community
event of the year.

Pauline is an active member of Charles Darwin UniversityO#\nimal
Ethics Committee, Protect NT, Humpty Doo Volunteer Fire Brigade,
Wildcare NT, NT Field Naturalists Club and Top End Native Plant
Society.

Pauline wasalso finalist for Individual NRM Champion at the 201 7 -
Territory Natural Resource Managementawards. At TNRMOs 2017 awards

From the dam wall 8 January 2019 B so many lotus lilies
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Working Bees

On 27 January members:

¥ obtained data for the nomination of the
milkwood tree on Pandanus knoll to the
significant tree register including its position,
height, spread, circumference and
photographs;

¥ removed geotechnical mat remnants from the
road reconstruction in 2018;

¥ removed debris along the Woodland to Waterlily walk ;

¥ replaced an interpretive sign on the eastern lookout along the dam wall.

On 24 February members:
¥ cleared some 560 square metres of weeds at the start of the Monsoon Forest walk,
including snake weed, sida and calopo;
¥ straightened a speedlimit sign on the causeway;
¥ commenced removal of calopo at the Pandanus Lookout.
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Significant Tree Register
Fogg Dam has made application for the Milkwood tree (Alstonia actinophylla’) on Pandanus
Knoll to be registered as asignificant tree. The register isadministered by Greening Australia
from its Alice Springs office.

%

oW
N

The knoll was created and trees planted including this it
Alstonia, between 1991 and 1992 when significant s

upgrading of Fogg Dam Conservation Resene was
undertaken.

Measurements taken at the 27 Januaryworking bee
show the tree is 14.5 metres highwith a canopy spread
of 24 metres and trunk circumference of 4.6 metres. Its
majestic and provides a haven for birds and generous
shade.

Friends of Fogg Dam Inc sometimes hold meetings
under the tree and it has been used for activities at
FOFD Field Days in 2008, 2010, 2012 and 2017.

Photo: Leona Sullivan, December 2012
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Photo from above, 3 February 2019
Drone pilot - Lucy Black,
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All-Terrain Vehicle fo[ the Adelaide River Conservation Reserves &
Middle Point/LambellOs Lagoon Communities

Commencing late 2015, FOFD made applicationunder the NT Government Community Benefit
Fund (CBF) Community Organisation Grants Program for funds to purchase a Mudd-ox
All-Terrain Vehicle to access aml control weeds of national significance and improve habitat
within Fogg Dam Conservation Reserve. Those applications were unsuccessful.

However, a new application in February 2018 made on behalf of

community groups undertaking similar work within  the Adelaide River -
Conservation Reserves Middle Point and LambellOs Lagoomreaswas §*% %\IE%%}%ERE(N
approved in June 2018. Project partners thank the Northern Territory @9 GOVERNMENT

Government for its generous sponsorship of the all-terrain vehicle.

Those partner groupsinclude NT Field and Game Inc, University of Sydney Tropical Ecology
Unit, Wollongong University Evolutionary Biology School, LambellOs Lagoon Volunteer Bushfire
Brigade, landowners in the Middle Point and LambellOs Lagoon areas and N® Parks, Wildlife
and Heritage Division .

A contract with the Territory was signed in September and the machine ordered. On behalf of
the community groups it will be managed by the Parks & WildlifeOs Fogg Dam Rangers. It should
arrive in Darwin towards the end of March and, after installation of spray equipment and traffic
registratio n, be ready for work early in April.

Earth Hour Walk at Fogg Dam, 8.30pm Saturday 30 March
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For some years, FOPD has arranged night-time Earth Hour walks at Fogg Dam. Last year 20
people attended led byRanger Jonny McGannon. 31 species were identified.

Commencing at the Fogg Dam Rotunda at 8.30pm on Saturday 30 March, this yearOs event will
be led by ParksO Community Engagement Officer, Tim Porter.

Please remember to bring a torch and camera. Biting insects are likely so war sturdy footwear,
have repellent and cover up.

.....
¥

Some 2018 Earth Hour sightings
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Feature in 0Ohe Weekend Australian Magazine, 25 January2019
The article below discussesa photography experiencehelping to keep FoggDam in the news.

@vet and Wild
Paul Kerr takes up to 50 shots in a
typical two -hour session photographing
sports and wildlife.
By ROSS BILTON

M™odern digital cameras have profoundly changed the way we take photogiaphs P not least the
number we take. Twenty-four exposures on a roll of film necessitated a frugal agroach to shot
selection that seems like a distant memory now. Paul Kerr takes up to 500 shots in a typical two
hour session photographing sports and wildlife. And why not? Am ong other things, this
approach has a way of inviting happy accidents.

®lereOs one. Kerr, 57 captured it a Fogg Dam, a wetlands nature reserve near Darwin, during a
Top End holiday. While being monstered by mosquitoes, Kerr framed a shot of pied herons and
egrets wading when something startled the birds and they took off en masse. He held down the
shutter button B the camera was in OburstO mode, taking multiple shots per seconé and
panned the camera in an attempt to follow their movement. ONot very successfully,O & admits.
But among the dozen images was this beauty, its blurred quality capturing something rather
wonderful. Looks like a painting doesnOt it®

-} _ ’r’- 4 e

Who is Paul Kerr? The article goes on to say Paul Kerr from Wagga Wagga in NSWvorks as a
Crown prosecutor.
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Cane Toads

In February, Dr Denise Goodfellow through the NT Field Natural ists Facebook pagesought
information on which Territory parks & wetlands have lots of cane toads. One response
surprisingly stated "Fogg Dam Gazillions thereO That view differs from scientists conducting
studies in the area.(

(
Graeme Sawyer, Coordinator of BiodiversityWatch responded with:

doad densities are very differ ent across our habitats and at different times of the seasonal
cycle. From our research and observation they are at their highest in the savanna and
fringing woodlands and billabongs rather than in the core of the wetlands.  They do not like
having to be in water all the time (in fact they drown when they are caught in water too long)
and donOt particularly like really dense floodplain vegetation.

Qhat said they can be in really high densities on the fringes of wetlands. As an example |
have never seen large numbers of toads at Fogg Dam, but have seen large numbers in the
billabongs and the fringing woodland between Fogg dam and Lambells lagoon.

@he mark recapture study | did on toads gave an extraordinary population, | think the

highest documented in Australia but that is really measuring a population in refuge mode
rather than across the landscape. Following roughly the method Freeland used whe n he
concluded "Colonising or invading cane toad populations reach high densities in QLD in
Australia with densities between 1000 - 2000 ind. ha -1 (Freeland 1986) in suitable

habitats.O Our work gave results in a toads per hectare calculation of 11,851 toads and a
biomass of 1,372 Kgs per hectare. This is refuge data not landscape, but the landscape figures
must be staggering.

Ot is this extraordinary biomass of toads that is a major issue for me in secondary impacts
where toads are removing food from ou r ecosystems at an extraordinary rate and
outcompeting or just plain eating lots of our wildlife.

Qn one of our population studies in 2009 we removed over 23,000 toads from the project
area (approximately 110 sq kms). Based on our data this represents about 2.36 tonnes of
biomass that should be native wildlife! (

Q\s for Parks, | have seen large numbers in most parks when we have gone looking. Have
seen some pretty large numbers in Kakadu along the Jim Jim creek system upstream from
Patonga and also at Anbangbang. Gregory National park, Keep River National Park all had
high numbers. O
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Drone photographmg the milkwood tree
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Views from the drone. Note changes within the dam due to movement of weedmat
and cover by lotus lilies.

Causeway, March 2018 Whole dam, March 2018

Dam, to south east, March 2018 Dam to south east, March 2019

Dam, to west, March 2018 Dam, to west, March 2019

Plain from Pandanus Knoll, March 2019 Dam, to south, low level flight, March 201
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