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The Committee of Friends of Fogg Dam offer you Best
wishes for a joyous Christimas and a healthy, happy
2020.

From the President:
Welcome to our final newsletter for 2019.

We’'ve had a busy year and achieved so much at Fogg Dam:

e Friends of Fogg Dam was awarded the NT Landcare Award for
Partnerships with Government. We are now being considered
for the Australian Landcare Award.

e We resumed our monthly working bees last January and have
continued them all year, helping to keep Fogg Dam the
beautiful place we all love.

e Our Earth Hour night walk was very popular, with many people
who hadn’t been to Fogg Dam for years attending.

The Mudd-ox ATV arrived and will soon become operational.

e We have been granted $6,000 for weed management next
year.

e Plus, we have many exciting plans for FOFD in 2020!

I look forward to seeing you at our 1t FOFD working bee for 2020 on
Sunday 19th January!

Wishing you all a very merry festive season and a wonderful
new year,

Pauline Cass.
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Annual General Meeting
The annual general meeting was held at 2.30pm, Sunday 13th October, at the Community Room of
MLA Kezia Purick's Coolalinga office

Following reports from the 2018-19 Chairperson, Pauline Cass and Treasurer Jeremy
Hemphill, the committee for 2019-20 was elected and the Public Officer and Auditor

appointed.
Chairperson: Pauline Cass
Vice-chairperson: Mary Marshall
Secretary & Treasurer: Jeremy Hemphill
Committee: Lucy Black
Greg Williams
Heather Boulden
Public Officer: Jeremy Hemphill
Auditor: Michael Stott

The new committee then met briefly to plan future activities including using Mailchimp to
prepare and distribute newsletters, revamping the FOFD website and the possibility of holding

a Field Day in 2020.

Staff Changes at Fogg Dam

Dean Lonza, his wife Simone Cordell and sons Ryan and Flynn moved to Bendigo at the end of
July. Dean’s position at Fogg Dam has been taken by Ben Senge, email ben.senge@nt.gov.au,

Simone continues to work with the Land Management School and Charles Darwin University
and will return to Fogg Dam from time to time.

Simone, Ryan and Flynn Dean driving the Mudd-ox | Ben Senge
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2019 Northern Territory Landcare Awards

Territory Natural Resource Management hosted the 2019 awards on behalf of Landcare
Australia at Brown’s Mart Theatre in Darwin on 26 September. Award nominees, family,
friends, and members of the Landcare community across the Territory attended. The evening
recognised and celebrated the important work of the farmers, Indigenous rangers, Landcare

groups, volunteers and school children who help to look after the Territory's precious natural
resources.

Friends of Fogg Dam and members were finalists in and winners of three awards:
e Australian Government Individual Landcarer Award — FOFD Chairperson Pauline Cass
e Australian Government Partnerships for Landcare Award — FOFD

e Australian Government Landcare Farming Award - FOFD corporate member Humpty
Doo Barramundi

TNRM Chairperson Claire Martin with FOFD committee members Heather Boulden,
Jeremy Hemphill, Greg Williams, Lincoln Wilson and Pauline Cass

N\ \ |
Claire Martin with Pauline Cass Dan & Tarun Richards of Humpty Doo Barramundi
with Landcare Australia’s Rowan Ewing
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Working Bees

Since Newsletter 23 of July 2019, FOFD has held Working Bees on 21 July, 25 August,
29 September, 27 October and 24 November.

Activities included:

e Removal of snake weed and sida, at the entrance to and along the Woodland to
Waterlily Walk.

Removed a damaged interpretive sign on the Woodland to Waterlily Walk.
Cleared a fallen tree at the start of the dam wall.

Removed fallen logs and branches to tidy the surrounds of the Rotunda.
Cleared fallen vegetation along the Monsoon Forest Walk.

Rescued a bat trapped under a fallen tree along the Monsoon Forest Walk.
Cleaned signs along both walking tracks.

Pruned branches with green ant nests that were touching the Rotunda.

Drone photography of dam, floodplain and end of the Monsoon Forest Walk.
Clearing fallen branches at the entrance to the Reserve following a storm.

Flew the drone on several occasions to monitor the dam, floodplain, a fire in the dam
and a forest restoration project area.

Removed damaged geotextile material from the dam wall.

e Reported issues requiring attention the Parks & Wildlife.

In 2019, an average of 6 people attended the working bees, undertaking 163 hours of work
at Fogg Dam. Another 80 hours of time were spent by members travelling to attend and
preparing for the working bees.
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Fallen tree — Monsoon Forest Walk, October
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Visit by Rowan Ewing of Landcare

Rowan Ewing, Head of Landcare Services with Landcare Australia visited Darwin for the NT
Landcare Awards on September 26th before visiting Fogg Dam on Friday 27th.

Rowan came to Fogg Dam with Madonna Wutke of Landcare NT and met with Senior District

Ranger, Greg Williams, Pauline Cass and Jeremy Hemphill to learn about the Fogg Dam
environment, management practices and problems.

Friends of Fogg Dam, PO Box 1505 Humpty Doo NT 0836 www.foggdamfriends.org info@foggdamfriends.org 5




Newsletter

Issue 24 - December 2019

Volunteerlng by Gallagher Bassett Semces Darwin office staff

A great story. An extraordinarily enthusiastic 8-person team from Gallagher Bassett Services
led by Mary-Louise Curtis assisted at Fogg Dam on Friday 23 August. Mary-Louise reported:

“Volunteering is a great way to get involved in the community and have experiences beyond
your everyday. The Gallagher Bassett Workplace Giving Program supports employees to
undertake volunteer work during normal working hours and is an ideal platform to use for
team building as well!

“Team JJ” from Gallagher Bassett’s Darwin office travelled to Fogg Dam and met up with
Friends of Fogg Dam’s (FoFD) Jeremy Hemphill. Jeremy shared his passion for Fogg Dam,
sharing some stories then sharing the tools as we took the snake weed to task and cleared
some of the path to improve access. Overseeing all was Gentle Bear.

“Gentle Bear’s story began in South Australia, with teddy bears being given to police officers
to distribute to children involved in serious traffic accidents or domestic violence. In the past
10 years, over 10,000 bears have been distributed all over the world offering comfort. He is a
symbol for caring, compassion and charity, serving as an emotion aid and providing
reassurance.

“When I went back to the car park for the esky of afternoon snacks there were a couple of
international guests there by their Britz van. They asked me what we were doing. I explained
that we were a corporate group volunteering and also using it as a team building experience.
They thought it was a great idea and will incorporate something similar in their own company
when they return home. They also said thank you, which to me reflects how much the efforts
of Friends of Fogg Dam to protect and enhance the natural environment are appreciated by
locals and visitors alike.

“It was a rewarding experience and “Team JJ” thank our generous host..., We saw for
ourselves the amount of commitment and dedication FoFD has to preserve a place of
environmental and historical significance, keeping the stories and culture alive for each
passing generation to enjoy.”
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Cattle, Buffalo and Magpie Geese

During the 1954-64 Humpty Doo rice project Fogg Dam was made a haven for magpie geese.
But in recent years with the environment changing, relatively small numbers of magpie geese
have been feeding and nesting at Fogg Dam.

This dry season many thousands of the geese have been feeding on the floodplain and in the
dam, in part due to the grazing of grasses and sedge by cattle and buffalo that have entered
from Koolpinyah Station. The cattle and buffalo are currently being returned to the station.

Many people have posted photos on the FOFD Facebook page and some have written letters to
the NT News expressing concern at the presence of the cattle and buffalo. While the concern is
justified, the animals have eaten the problem weed olive hymenachne to ground level,
preventing its flowering and seeding. In grazing the floodplain and dam, they have created
ideal habitat for the iconic magpie geese.
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| Olive hymenachne, normally >1.0 metres tall, grazed to ground level, end Monsoon Forest Walk |
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The grazing of the
grasses and
sedges in the dam
has produced an
environment
popular with
magpie geese.

Friends of Fogg Dam, PO Box 1505 Humpty Doo NT 0836 www.foggdamfriends.org info@foggdamfriends.org




e o P NG e, == Issue 24 - December 2019
The State of the Dam

Fogg Dam water levels are very low, perhaps surprising given that:
e in February 2018 the water level of the dam and floodplain were identical and
e asrecently as June 2018, the dam was overflowing.

"‘?’ — X — -
Floods, February 2018 . Overflowing 21 May 2018 |}, it
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The two photos below show the positive impact of grazing on Olive hymenachne at the end of the

Monsoon Forest walk. Tall and seeding in May and short following grazing by Koolpinyah Station’s
cattle and buffalo.

A fire which began from
a lightning strike in
October has been
burning weed mat along
the western edge of the
dam.

Friends of Fogg Dam, PO Box 1505 Humpty Doo NT 0836 www.foggdamfriends.org info@foggdamfriends.org 9




Newsletter

Issue 24 - December 2019

Australian Government Communities Environment Program Grant

The Communities Environment Program provides each of the 151 federal electorates
across Australia with up to $150,000 to fund small community led environmental projects,
each costing between $2,500 and $20,000. These projects aim to address

local environmental priorities with completion required by 31 December 2020.

Federal Member for Lingiari, Warren Snowdon sought expressions of interest and Friends of
Fogg Dam applied for two grants through his office:
e $6,000 to use for weed management in the Fogg Dam Conservation Reserve. This will be
used for the purchase of herbicide, fuel, and other necessary materials such as gloves.
e $10,000 to hold a Field Day in 2020.

FOFD was advised on 3 December that the weed management
application has been accepted. The Field Day application was
not. Mr Snowdon’s office has placed this image on his Facebook

page.

Changing views from the first Dam Wall lookout, 2019

Photos are taken about the 15t of each month from the two dam wall lookouts, looking to the
east, south and west. Photos are also taken regularly from the Pandanus Knoll lookout towards
the pond below and floodplain. These were all taken looking south from the first lookout.

1 December 2019

4 November 2019
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