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In this issue Coming up shortly:
o Passing of Senior Elder

e The dam environment

 Covid-19 impacts Next Working Bee

o Working bee reports — 9.00am to midday, Sunday 28 June.
e School visit

e Grants Annual General Meeting

o Significant tree register — September, date to be advised

e Mudd-ox All-terrain vehicle grant
e Membership renewal & application

Passing of a Senior Elder of the Wulna people, custodians
of Fogg Dam

We were sad to learn of the passing of
a very special woman, mother,
grandmother, great grandmother and a
leader of the Wulna people who assisted
and actively supported Friends of Fogg
Dam. She provided the welcome to
country and assisted in the opening of
special events including field days and
launch of the community weed harvester.

Her totem was the Common Brushtail
possum, Trichosurus vulpecula
arnhemensis, pictured.

We extend our sympathy to the Kenyon family at this time of loss and await news of who
will take over the mantle of special keeper of culture.

Corona Virus

We hope you are all keeping well and coping with the restrictions imposed by governments
to control the spread of the Covid-19 pandemic.

The NT Government’s restrictions limited the number of people who could be together and
several parks were closed.

While Fogg Dam has remained open to public throughout, visitors and staff are bound to
comply with social distancing: people to stay at least 1.5 metres apart.

Parks and Wildlife has changed some working procedures. FOFD’s monthly working bees
continued while planned events such as the Earth Hour evening walk in March were
cancelled.
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The Dam Environment

The wet season rainfall of 1,350 mm at Middle Point was about average but not sufficient
to make up for the less than 1,000mm of the 2018-19 wet season. As the dam did not
overflow there have been lower numbers of water birds about.

By comparison, at the end of May 2018 the dam was still overflowing the wall.
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Dam wall overflow — 28 May 2018

Currently, from ground level, there is little visible open water in the dam. Vegetation
includes lilies, grasses, eliocharis, trees and an extensive area of the native Sesbania
benthamiana along the eastern side.

31 May 2020 — Eastern side

of the dam showing the

Sesbania benthamiana
Drone photo

31 May 2020 — view of the

dam looking north west

towards the causeway.
Drone photo
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Working Bees

Five working bees have been conducted since December 2019’s Newsletter 24:
31 January, 23 February, 22 March, 26 April and 31 May. Activities included:

. Flying the drone to check the dam, floodplain and impact of helicopter spraying in
March.

. Cleaning signs at dam wall platforms

. Hand pulling snake weed, calopo and sida from the floodplain near 15t viewing plat-
form.

. Weeding snake weed, sida, rats tail and sicklepod on the Monsoon Forest and
Woodland to Waterlily Walks.

. Oiling floorboards and seats of the two dam wall lookouts.

. At FOFD’s Middle Point village interpretive tourist sign: repaired container roof
leaks, weeded around the container and pruned branches of the cypress pines.

. Pruning and clearing Monsoon Forest and Woodland to Waterlily Walks.
. Relacing two Rice Trail signs along the dam wall.

. Repairing erosion and pig damage on edge of the rotunda bus park.

. Removing a redundant “Monsoon Walk closed sign” at the main carpark.

. Advising Parks & Wildlife of issues needing attention. We noted significant cracks
in the dam wall road have been repaired
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Patched boards — wall lookout
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8 New Irrigation channel sign — dam wall |
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Clontarf Academy’s Palmerston College students visit
and volunteer at Fogg Dam

Clontarf Academy helps indigenous boys improve self-esteem, develop life-skills, finish
Year 12 and enter employment. On 3rd March, the Academy’s year 11 Palmerston College
boys came to visit Fogg Dam and undertake a volunteering activity.

FOFD committee members Pauline Cass and Jeremy Hemphill welcomed the boys at the
Anzac Parade interpretive sign and spoke about Fogg Dam and the failed rice project.

At the Fogg Dam Ranger Station, Rangers Michael Thorne
and Billy Burn spoke about their work. Several of the
students were interested in becoming rangers and asked
the Rangers to describe their career pathways and how
they got to where they are now. Both Michael and Billy
said they love their work and the key to becoming a ranger
was to gain experience by volunteering, keep applying for
jobs and to never give up.

The boys learned what different equipment is used for and how rangers receive training
to gain the equipment skills and the licences they need. Ranger Michael described the
crocodiles he has helped to catch and demonstrated how they are removed from the trap.
He also described using airboats to manage weeds and how the Mudd-ox will assist.

After a dam tour where agile wallabies, jabirus and a fresh-water crocodile were seen,
the young men enthusiastically repaired erosion at the bus parking area at the rotunda
and then removed a fallen tree they discovered along the Woodland to Waterlily path.
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It was a useful day for all involved. FOFD and the Rangers look forward to hosting more
Clontarf Foundation visits and encourage other Landcare groups to host Clontarf too.
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Grants

FOFD has accepted offers for two Federal government
Landcare grants and obtained equipment from a Landcare NT
grant.
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1. In January the Australian Government Communities
Environment Program offered, through the office of the
Federal member for Lingiari, $6,000 for weed management in
the Fogg Dam Conservation Reserve. This is being used for the
charter of a helicopter, purchase of herbicide, fuel and
equipment, weed harvester repairs and necessary items such
as gloves and respirators.
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Helicopter spraying took place on 13 March.
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Floodplain - 8 March before spraying Floodplain - 22 March after spraying

Western dam - 8 March before spraying Western dam - 22 March after spraying
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Grants continued

2. In May the Australian Government’s Volunteer Grants
2019-20 program offered $2,601 through the office of the
Federal Member for Lingiari. The offer was accepted.
Equipment can be purchased for computing, first aid, safety, e
landscaping/gardening and electronic/audio/video/TV
equipment. FOFD plans to buy hi-vis clothing, walkie-talkie
radios, a back-up hard drive, replacement first aid kits and a
knapsack sprayer.

Additionally:

. Landcare NT gave FOFD $363 which was used to
purchase the replacement drone battery and hand
tools, pictured.

. Casuarina Landcare group, through Landcare NT,
kindly donated two loppers to FOFD.

Significant Tree Register — Pandanus Knoll Milkwood

In February 2019 FOFD nominated the Pandanus
Knoll milkwood tree, Alstonia actinophylla for the
Register of Significant Trees and were advised in
March 2019 that consideration by the Significant
Trees Committee could take several months.

No decision has yet been made. The Significant Tree \% ,
Register is administered by Land for Wildlife .

Central Australia on behalf of Greening Australia. [
We’ve just been advised processing of nominations

ceased in June 2019 due to a lack of funds.

Mudd-ox All-terrain Vehicle

In January, the last item of equipment arrived for the
Mudd-ox all-terrain vehicle purchased for land
management in the Adelaide River Parks/Middle
Point community area.

On behalf of our community group partners, FOFD
acknowledge the Northern Territory Government’s
generous sponsorship of this project.

The Mudd-ox is now fully operational under Parks & Wildlife .i. 'INE%I'??ITI'%ER%’N
management. A project report submitted to Government has " .. GOVERNMENT

been accepted, ending our obligations under the grant.
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Membership dues

Our subscription year runs from 1 July to 30 June so its that time of year when
membership renewals are due.

We recognise the impact of Covid-19 may make it difficult for some to
commit expenditure to renew their Friends of Fogg Dam membership.
Don’t let that deter you — we can make arrangements for your membership
to continue. Just let us know at info@foggdamfriends.org

Thank you to those who have already paid their 2020-21 membership. It helps pay
general administration costs including public liability and workers compensation
insurance for FOFD’s working bees and events.

If you have not already done so and are able, please renew your membership
by direct deposit to:

Bendigo Bank: BSB 633 000 Account: 155 307 747

and include your name as the electronic funds transfer depositor.

It's important to us as a group to maintain and increase our membership base so that we
have a legitimate voice on issues at the dam, to support applications for grants and
maintain the 50 person minimum membership requirement for our Deductible Grant
Recipient status, ie, so donations over $2 to FOFD are tax deductible.

If you're not already a member, please consider joining.
Email info@foggdamfriends.org to obtain a membership application form.

Membership categories and annual fees are:

Family $20.00 Individual $15.00 Senior, Student, Pensioner: | Overseas:
Single $10.00 by Donation

Corporate  $40.00 Couple $15.00

Donations (not memberships) of $2.00 or more paid to Fogg Dam Fund,
BSB 633 000, Account number 157 126 780
can be tax deductible.

Please include your name on the transfer and email info@foggdamfriends.org for your
receipt.
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