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In this issue _ This Sunday 29 November
 Annual general meeting - Final Working Bee for 2020
» Clearing veggtatlon from the dam - 9.00am to midday, followed by a BBQ at
* Recent working bees the Ranger Station
e Territory NRM Landcare awards Come along if you can for morning tea &
lunch.
Annual General Meeting

o The annual general meeting was held at 9.00am Sunday 18th October, at the Fogg
Dam Ranger Station

. Followiné’ reports from the 2019-20 Chairperson,

Pauline Cass and Treasurer, J ererr(lly Hemphill, the
committee for 2020-21 was elected and the Public
Officer and Auditor appointed. |
Chairperson: Pauline Cass
Vice-chairperson: Mary Marshall |
Secreta Treasurer: Jeremy Hemphill
Committee Lucy Black
Ben Senge
Heather Boulden
Public Officer: Jeremy Hemtphill
Auditor: Michael Stot

After the AGM, a general meeting considered future activities. Prigrities for 2021
include investigation of grants to rebuild the burned out section of the Monspon
Forest Walk, revamping the FOFD website and clearing weed mat from the dam.

Clearing the dam’s weed mat

With the dam expected to fill to overflow this wet season, Parks & Wildlife is preparing
equipment to remove as much of the weed mat as possible while water levels are high,
aiming to create an open water environment in the dam.

The weed harvester, now sitting
on the mud at Fogg Dam, and an
airboat will be used to push
floating weed mat to the dam wall
where it can be enticed over to the
floodplain. .

The harvester’s electrical systems
have been serviced and hydraulics
are being tested. FOFD is paying
to replenish its hydraulic oil.

To operate the harvester, the
water depth needs to be over

8.00mm- That’s going to be some Harvester pushing weed mat to the dam wall, January 2018
time away.
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Working Bee 27 October

Our small team assisted by Ranger David McLachlan:

Cleared a creeper covering the interpretive sign at start Monsoon Forest walk.

Photographed the dam and floodplain with the drone from both the dam wall and
the Monsoon Forest Walk lookout.

Along the Monsoon Forest Walk cleared a scrub fowl mound and filled their holes,
removed fallen branches and palm fronds and pruned overhanging vegetation.

Checked previous temporary repairs to the frame and wires at end of Monsoon
Forest walk and tied down a section of bent aluminium edging.

Removed and treated sida and snake weeds along the Monsoon forest walk.
Reported issues needing attention to Parks & Wildlife.

info@foggdamfriends.org
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Territory NRM and Landcare NT Events
FOFD was represented at:

. the annual general meetings of Landcare NT on Monday 16 November and Territory
Natural Resource Management on Tuesday 17 November and

. on Wednesday 18 November, Territory NRM’s annual conference and Territory
NRM awards.

Landcare NT has had a busy year, completing a Volunteer Engagement Strategy,
partnering with PEW Charitable Trusts to report on the benefits of conservation on
private land in the NT, working with Territory NRM on events and grants, and amongst
other things, supporting the Territory’s landcare groups.

Landcare’s executive is unchanged with Annie Andrews — Chairperson, Liz Bird —
Treasurer, and Sue McKinnon — Public Officer.

At Territory NRM there has been a change of Chairperson, Clare Martin having
completed her six year maximum term. Alaster Shields, who has taken on the role,
chaired the meeting and gave short introductory talks at the TNRM conference and the
Landcare awards function. In another change, Kate Peake has retired as vice-
chairperson, being replaced by Jane Munday.

All the TNRM workshops, the conference and awards dinner were as fully booked as
permitted at this time. The program covered a wide range of topics — for these, please
view the TNRM website. TNRM has been contracted to run the NT Government’s Gamba
Army and is the new Top End home for Land for Wildlife.

At last year’s awards, Middle Point did well with FOFD, FOFD’s chairperson Pauline Cass
and Humpty Doo Barramundi being winners.

This year two groups with links to Middle Point were finalists and our congratulations go
to them:

- Organic AG, owned by Mike Scott and Bluey Stoldt, and

- Wild Science’s feral pig management program, co-owned by former Janamba crocodile
farm manager Stewart Barker. Wild Science has previously proposed that it manage the

pig problem at Fogg Dam, but without success.

Our congratulations to all the category winners, pictured below. They are listed on
Territory NRM’s Facebook page.
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