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The Committee of Friends of Fogg Dam offer you Best
wishes for a joyous Festive Season and a healthy, happy
2021.

From our President:
’ “Season’s Greetings and welcome to our final newsletter for 2020!

“2020 has been an interesting year for many of us, but thankfully Friends of
Fogg Dam Inc. have managed to remain active and productive despite Covid
restrictions.

“Here are some of the things we achieved this year:
«  FOFD managed to have a working bee on the last Sunday of every

month (except December), despite Covid-19 restrictions.

«  Our Earth Hour night walk, postponed in March due to Covid, was
held on 18 July 2020. It was a great success with 50 people of all ages
forming 3 guided walking groups.

} «  We maintained our media presence, with radio interviews about Earth
Hour, the dry 2019 wet season, and Fogg Dam generally. We also had 2
stories in the Landcare magazine.

‘ «  The Friends of Fogg Dam Facebook group now has 1,141 members,
with lots of wonderful photos and videos regularly being posted, liked, and

’ shared.

«  We had 2 Clontarf groups visit for a tour and to do some volunteer
work, with more Clontarf groups showing interest in visiting.

«  We were successful in obtaining several grants, including an Australian
Government Communities Environment Program grant for $6,000 to
manage our weeds, a grant from Landcare NT to purchase tools for
working bees, and a volunteer grant to purchase walkie-talkies, drone
batteries, a new 15t aid kit, and other necessary equipment.

“Thank you everyone for making Friends of Fogg Dam such an active,
successful and friendly group.

“I look forward to seeing you at our 1st FOFD working bee for 2022 on
Sunday 31st January!

“Wishing you all a very merry festive season and a wonderful new year.”

. Pauline Cass.
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In this issue First working bee for 2021:
e Australian Government Landcare Awards .
e Committee vacancy filled 9.00am to mid-day on Sunday 24 J anuary
: commencing at the rotunda and ending with a
e November Working Bee BBQ
¢ Mudd-ox training

2020 National Landcare Awards

As a result of our Chairperson, Pauline Cass, and FOFD being Northern Territory winners of
Northern Territory’s 2019 Landcare awards, it was expected FOFD would be attending the
National awards planned for Sydney in November 2020. However, due to Covid-19, that event
has been rescheduled, tentatively perhaps, to 10-12 March 2021.

FOFD’s member neighbour, Humpty Doo Barramundi, also a winner at the 2019 NT Landcare
awards will be invited to the National awards.

088 )

2019 TNRM Chairperson Claire Martin with FOFD committee members Heather Boulden,
Jeremy Hemphill, Greg Williams, Lincoln Wilson and Pauline Cass

Casual Committee vacancy offered to Clare Martin

Following her six year’s maximum term as Chairperson of Territory Natural Resource
Management (TNRM), Clare Martin AO, has been invited to fill a casual vacancy on the FOFD
committee. We're delighted Clare has agreed.

Clare is a former Australian journalist and was Chief Minister of the Northern Territory
2005-07. After retiring from politics she has been a community advocate and executive in
several organisations. Clare is currently Chairperson of the Territory Economic Reconstruction
Commission.
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November 2020 Working Bee

Eight volunteers undertook 24 hours of work:

Cleared and pruned the Monsoon Forest walk — part of a large fallen branch removed
Cleared and pruned the Woodland to Walter Lily Walk and underneath its boardwalk
Cleared scrub fowl mounds and filled their holes along the Monsoon Forest Walk
Removed snake weed and sida along the Woodland to Water Lily Walk.

Tested FOFD’s new 5-watt walkie talkies — found reception poor from within the forests
Cleaned rust and applied rust converter to Pandanus Knoll donation box and lower holes
of the platform poles

Photographed the dam and floodplain by drone to check the recent P&W spraying
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Testing walkie-talkies through the forests
The map at right shows the quality of o
reception along the Monsoon Forest walk:
Key: -

ey' Pandanus Lookout

Small cross: rotunda base - strong signal

Green dot: 1.16km from base, signal lost &
End of track: 2.16km from base, open area, /
(photo below) signal returned o

Fogg Dam Conservation ®
Reserve

Photos and map courtesy Francoise Lecrenier

Drone photography:

s
‘."‘

View across the ﬂodplain towards Pandanus Knoll Looout, 28 November 2020
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The dam, looking northwest towards the wall, 28 November 2020
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Muddox-All Terrain vehicle training

It had been expected the training of people to operate the Mudd-ox all-terrain vehicle
purchased through a NT Government Community Benefit Fund grant and managed by Parks
and Wildlife, would commence early in the 2020 dry season. However, due to Covid-19 social
distancing rules, training at Fogg Dam has just commenced. This has been unfortunate as
Olive hymenachne, a target weed for spraying from the Mudd-ox, has become a problem on
the floodplain adjacent to the causeway and north of the Monsoon Forest Walk.

Training amongst Olive hymenachne: floodplain
north of the Monsoon Forest Walk lookout

Checking the engine oil
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