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Future events:

Next Working Bee — 9.00am to midday, Sunday 25 July.
Membership renewals for 2021-22 are now due

Night time walk at the dam— in preparation, date to be advised
Annual General Meeting — September, date to be advised

Covid-19 Impacts
We hope you are all keeping well and coping with the restrictions imposed by govern-
ments to control the spread of the Covid-19 pandemic.

The pandemic resulted in Parks and Wildlife (Parks) changing some working procedures.
We follow these and have been able to continue our monthly working bees.

However, that changed for a short time when, during our 277 June working bee, the Terri-
tory Government announced a five-day lockdown of the Darwin area. People were not al-
lowed to visit Fogg Dam during that time. The restrictions had little impact on FOFD.

The Dam

The poor 2018-19 wet season (less than 1,000mm of
rain) and average 2019-20 year (1,350 mm) left few
open water areas in the dam but lots of vegetation
including the native Sesbania benthamiana, sedges,
lilies and the floating weed mat. With 1700mm of rain
in the 2020-21 wet season, the dam filled and
overflowed the wall from February to early May.

That brought lots of the floating weed mat to the dam
wall. Parks used machinery to move the weed mat
across the wall to the floodplain. This created open

water areas in the dam, attractive to birds, reptiles and ~First overflow of 2021 —7 February 2021
visitors Photo: Leigh Phillips-Browne
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Working Bees

FOFD held six working bees since our Newsletter 28 of December 2020:
31 January, 28 February, 28 March, 18 April, 30 May and 27 June.

e Activities included:
« Flying the drone to check the dam and floodplain.
¢ Cleaning dam wall and walking track interpretive signs

o Hand weeding snake weed, calopo, sida, sicklepod and a few fish tail palms along the
Monsoon Forest and Woodland to Waterlily Walks.

e Pruning along the Monsoon Forest and Woodland to Waterlily Walks.
o Clearing leaf litter, fallen trees and scrub fowl mounds along the two walking tracks.

« Oiling floorboards and seats of dam wall viewing areas and at Pandanus Knoll lookout.
Advising Parks & Wildlife of issues needing attention.

> N r LA YA TS 1
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Grants

FOFD has completed its obligations for three Federal
government Landcare grants: two allocated through the
member for Lingiari and one through Landcare NT.

e A $6,000 grant from the Australian Government
Communities Environment 2019-20 program for weed
management in the Fogg Dam Conservation Reserve paid
for charter of a helicopter, herbicide, fuel and equipment,
for the control of Olive hymenachne within the dam and
on the floodplain.

o A $2,610 grant from the Australian Government Volunteer Grants 2020-21 program
was used to obtain a computer back-up drive; two first aid kits; sanitiser; sunscreen
and repellent; tools, an esky and CB radios for working bees; and drone batteries.

o Landcare NT via an Australian Government Volunteer Grants, allocated $687 to FOFD
to purchase a refrigerator and a 4-wheel trolley.

Presentation to SERA conference

The Society for Ecological Restoration Australasia (SERA) is a neutral, independent, non-
profit organization that connects restoration
industries across Australasia and through the _

peak international body for restoration (SER) e s
globally.

SERA held its 2021 conference, in Darwin
between 10 and 14 May.

Ecosystem management of a man-made natural wonder

At a workshop session entitled Landcarein

the Northern Territory — taking stock and : P v 5 8 Exfenids of Fogg Dammdne.

moving forward, Pauline Cass, FOFD

Chairperson presented the story of Fogg Dam

and its biology, focussing on how its various

development stages impacted the environment, management practices and the role of

FOFD.

Madonna Wuttke (LandcareNT), Deb Hall (Casuarina Coastal Reserve Landcare group)
and Natalie Turner (Central Land Management Association) also presented at the
workshop.

We thank LandcareNT and SERA for inviting us to participate.
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2021 National Landcare Conference and Awards

At the 2019 Territory Natural Resource Management awards, Friends of Fogg Dam, FOFD
Chairperson Pauline Cass and corporate member Humpty Doo Barrramundi won NT Awards
and became nominees for Australian Landcare Awards, which are to be announced at this
year’s 2021 National Landcare Conference:

o Pauline Cass — Individual Landcarer
e FOFD - Partnerships for Landcare
o Humpty Doo Barramundi — Landcare Farming

Planned as a live event in Sydney, due to Covid concerns the 2021 National Landcare
conference will now be an ONLINE event on the 5th and 6th of August 2021 with FREE
registration! Go to https://eventmanagement.eventsair.com/f29.../nlc2021-virtual

The Landcare Awards are to commence at 5.30pm NT time on Thursday 5th August, hosted by
ABC TV presenter Costa Georgiadis. Connect with the National Landcare Conference and
Awards from your own home, or with family, friends or your local landcare or community
group and support the finalists and learn about their projects.

Significant Tree Register —
Pandanus Knoll Milkwood

In February 2019 FOFD nominated the
Pandanus Knoll milkwood tree, Alstonia
actinophylla for the Register of Significant
Trees and were advised in March 2019 that
consideration by the Significant Trees
Committee could take several months.

Unfortunately, the project is in limbo. The NT [BE-S,
Register’s manager, Land for Wildlife Central '
Australia, advises it doesn’t have the financial ¢
capacity to continue with our application.

Mudd-ox All-terrain Vehicle

With the arrival of its spraying unit in January, the
Mudd-ox is now fully operational under Parks &
Wildlife management. Some FOFD, Parks and
Macquarie University people were trained in
December. More training is planned.

On behalf of our community group partners, FOFD
acknowledge the Northern Territory Government’s

generous sponsorship of this project. ". NORTHERN

A project report submitted to Government has been accepted, .‘*.' I;‘%%EAI&%TY
ending our obligations under the grant.
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Membership dues

Our subscription year runs from 1 July to 30 June so its that time of year when
membership renewals are due.

We recognise the impact of Covid-19 may make it difficult for some to
commit expenditure to renew their Friends of Fogg Dam membership.
Don'’t let that deter you — we can make arrangements for your membership
to continue. Just let us know at info@foggdamfriends.org

Thank you to those who have already paid their 2020-21 membership. It helps pay
general administration costs including public liability and workers compensation
insurance for FOFD’s working bees and events.

If you have not already done so and are able, please renew your membership
by direct deposit to:

Bendigo Bank: BSB 633 000 Account: 155 307 747

and include your name as the electronic funds transfer depositor.

It's important to us as a group to maintain and increase our membership base so that we
have a legitimate voice on issues at the dam, to support applications for grants and
maintain the 50 person minimum membership requirement for our Deductible Grant
Recipient status, ie, so donations over $2 to FOFD are tax deductible.

If you're not already a member, please consider joining.
Email info@foggdamfriends.org to obtain a membership application form.

Membership categories and annual fees are:

Family $20.00 Individual $15.00 Senior, Student, Pensioner: | Overseas:
Single $10.00 by Donation

Corporate  $40.00 Couple $15.00

Donations (not memberships) of $2.00 or more paid to Fogg Dam Fund,
BSB 633 000, Account number 157 126 780
can be tax deductible.

Please include your name on the transfer and email info@foggdamfriends.org for your
receipt.
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