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Minister’s Visit To Fogg Dam

On 20 November last year we were delighted to have the Hon. Bess Price, Minister for Parks &
Wildlife and local member Kezia Purick visit Fogg Dam and meet with Parks staff and some Friends
of Fogg Dam. Her visit is very much appreciated.
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Opening-up Water at Fogg Dam

Over the years the dam has been increasingly covered in aquatic vegetation. A frequent comment is the
wish for it to be like it used to be with open water, which attracted migratory birds.

Since mid-2011 Parks have been examining different options for increasing the open water. 10 metres
of water was cleared along the causeway by backhoe in February 2012. Late last year the dry dam
vegetation was burned and this has resulted in
more than 50 acres (20 hectares) of open water in
the south part of the dam. It’s not visible to visitors
but its great for the health of the water and a start
to more water being opened.

‘& A Truxor machine from Palmerston Council was

- trialled on 20 February to see how effective it could

 be at cutting sedges in the dam. In one day the
Truxor cut 6 acres (2.4 hectares) of Eleocharis with
1,500 square metres of vegetative mat pushed to
the wall. Thanks to the rangers at Fogg Dam for

their excellent work and thanks to Palmerston

Council for making the trial possible.

With excellent early rains the dam is overflowing
across the causeway. Spoonbills, Egrets and Pied
Herons in breeding plumage, White ibis, Radjah
shelducks, Cormorants and Darters are enjoying
g8 ecasily caught fish at the overflow. Along with

B= water, sedge material is also being washed over to

== the floodplain, leaving increased open water on the

dam side of the causeway.
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WETLANDS PROPOSAL

We have been informed that the 15t stage of our Wetlands Proposal will be implemented this year.
This wﬂl allow v151tor enJoyment of the dam whlle actlve management is undertaken to re-open

= mumem water of the dam. The plan is to create
waterholes of varying depth on the floodplain,
§ linked by channels and filled by rain and
§ overflow from the dam and accessible by air
s boat for weed management.

& The different depths of water would attract
4 different birds at different stages of the dry
season — a succession of birds readily seen
from the causeway. We look forward to giving
you an update on the Fogg Dam Wetlands.

Egrets & spoonbills enjoying the dam overflow

WOODLANDS TO WATER LILY
WALK

The Woodlands to Water Lily Walk is currently closed while
boards of the boardwalk are being replaced with new, more
durable boards, as weather permits. This was very much
needed and welcomed. We are disappointed the boardwalk is
not being lengthened at the front end where flooding regularly
closes the walk in the wet season. Having a boardwalk that can’t
be reached when it’s wet is a waste.

Recycled plastic boards (rear) are
replacing old wooden boards (front)

Parks will also be clearing vegetation to create open water for
the lilies beside the boardwalk.

QANTAS INNOVATIVE LANDCARE COMMUNITY GROUP
AWARD for the NT in November 2013

Friends of Fogg Dam received this award ‘for their
committed and innovative approach to management of a
significant conservation and tourism area in the NT. The
extremely dedicated volunteers were praised for their on
ground works undertaken in challenging weather
conditions, thorough strategic planning, project
monitoring and reporting, well developed partnerships
with multiple stakeholder organisations and strong
community engagement.” We’re thrilled with this!

Jeremy Hemphill, Secretary FOFD, and Heather Boulden, President,
accepting the award.
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OLIVE HYMENACHNE GRANT

With a 2013 EnvironmeNT grant of $10,000 Friends of
Fogg Dam are working with the Parks and Wildlife
Commission to control Olive hymenachne at Fogg Dam.
This includes mapping the weed and spraying
glyphosate by airboat and helicopter.

Work late in 2013 included the burning of the dry
vegetation in the dam and spraying in the small
lagoon in the south west of Fogg Dam Conservation

FRTIESY s
Reserve using Quickspray units and quad bikes. U

Changes to the conditions under which aerial spraying of glyphosate is allowed in parks meant the
planned helicopter spraying in November had to be cancelled. Application has been made for a permit
to allow spraying early this year.

REVISION OF WEBSITE

When Friends of Fogg Dam Inc. began Peter Walker of Imagineer Graphic & Website
Design generously created and hosts our website. This is so important, central to our
organisation and communication. After 7 years it needs updating and Peter is doing this for us. We
hope to launch the new website soon — watch www.foggdamfriends.org

Thank you Imagineer for your support.
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR MEMBERS

Geographic Information System (GIS) training

Dr Philippe Puig, Spatial Scientist at Territory
Natural Resource Management helped us with a
GIS map of Fogg Dam for our Wetlands
Proposal. He has offered GIS training to
interested members.

Vacancy on Friends of Fogg Dam

Inc. committee - for anyone interested
in being involved.

Newsletter writer - available for
anyone who would like some experience in this
area. Information and photos will be provided.

Website work - the new website is
created in WordPress. It would be great to find
someone interested in helping to maintain it.

Proposed wetland image by Dr Phillipe Puig using GIS | |
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UNUSUAL BIRDS

With the wild weather recently, there have been
many vagrant/unusual birds alighting in the Top
End, including Fogg Dam, where there has been a
pied heron with a rufous coloured neck and just
down the road at “Eden”, a juvenile sooty tern was
found dead under a eucalypt.

Photo of the heron below courtesy Alan Marshall. Juvenile sooty tern
auventes

Please LIKE our Fogg Dam
Friends Facebook page, add
reports and upload photos.

Many thanks to Alan and Mary Marshall who are
regular contributors to our Facebook page.

Go to Alan’s facebook page to see more of his great
photos, as well as the red necked pied heron.

IS SOMEONE INTERESTED IN SPONSORING FOGG DAM?

The aircraft engine of the Fogg Dam airboat has reached its ‘use by’ date and a replacement of the
same type will cost $30,000. An alternative

V8 engine would be more powerful and allow

access to areas of the dam currently

inaccessible. This would have significant

benefits, particularly with weed control.

While installing a V8 engine will cost an
additional $20,000, the operating and
maintenance costs would be much less, eg
$800 per service instead of $3,500
(mechanic versus aircraft engineer) and cost
of petrol versus aviation fuel.

Government funding is tight — sadly, money
is not available for the V8 engine. Friends of
Fogg Dam are hoping some benefactor or
philanthropist is willing to fund the
additional $20,000 to upgrade to a V8 engine
for the Fogg Dam airboat.
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