Newsletter

Issue 35: December 2025

The Committee of Friends of Fogg Dam offer you best wishes for a
Jjoyous Christmas Festive Season and a healthy, Covid Free 2026.

This issue — a report on activities since March 2025:

e Annual General Meeting e The Dam

e Abigyear for FOFD o Talk by Professor Thomas Madsen
e Constitution revision e Deaths

o Working Bees & photos e Service recognition

e Turtle hunting e Membership Application

Annual General Meeting

The 2025 annual general meeting was held on
Wednesday 12 November. The committee for
2025-26 appointed was:
e Chairperson - Mary Marshall,
Vice-Chairperson - Lucy Black
e Secretary/Treasurer — Sandy Griffin
e (General committee: Leah Wells,
Tony Hare, Ulrike Kachel, Jeremy Hemphill
Public Officer: Jeremy Hemphill

Michael Stott, our auditor for several years was
reappointed for 2025-26.

2026 is a Big Year for FOFD

Friends of Fogg Dam will celebrate its 20-year anniversary in 2026!

To celebrate, we are aiming to hold activities throughout the year, to showcase the uniqueness of
Fogg Dam. We will keep you posted via our Facebook page and welcome contributions from
members.

Revision of FOFD’s Constitution

The revision of FOFD’s constitution to simplify administration and meet the tax-deductible
donation requirements of the Australian Taxation Office (ATO) is almost complete. Queries raised
by the NT government have been considered and a revised document prepared for NT government
and ATO approval.
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Working Bees
Between March and November, FOFD held nine working bees, all on the last Sunday of the month.
At these we:

e Photographed dam, checking the effect of herbicide spraying of lotus.

e C(leared walking tracks of debris, pruned shrubs and tree branches, and hand weeded snake
weed, sida, etc.

e (leaned signs, tables and benches at the rotunda, dam and Pandanus Knoll lookouts.

e Reported on a trip hazards along walking tracks and a toilet issue.

e Replaced the floor of our Anzac Parade container store and repaired the roof.

Tello on working bees: “Working bee Sundays are always a treat, like any other time arriving
before dawn at Fogg Dam.....firstly you are greeted by sounds before first light, then faint sights
before the sun breaks over the horizon......

Sometimes nature will reveal herself quickly, other times we need patience, and eventually there
will be a reward.

A bit like the last working bee for the year, as the main spotter for the drone pilot... (Lucy) who
also happens to be incredibly observant, and referred to as the VP......

My prime duty is to strategically place the signage.....for the flight, which is appreciated....although
not always exceptional....so | drift off to take photos.....

“This particular Sunday the objective was the
put a waterproof covering over the FOFD
container, which was achieved after much
consumption of water, under the brutal
conditions...not unlike the Spanish
Inquisition....... all the best for 2026, and the
milestone of twenty years of FOFD...... ”

Thank you Tello.
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A Replaced container floor

A turtle hunting issue due to conflicting rules

Turtle hunting has been taking place at Fogg Dam for years. The extent is of concern to the
Wulna/Limilngan Traditional Owners, FOFD members and visitors. Earlier this year, a FOFD
member witnessed multiple vehicles parked on the dam wall, each with four to five people hunting
turtles.

Traditional Owners are allowed to hunt at Fogg Dam and there is a sign on the entrance road to
discourage others. We understand most of the turtle hunters don’t have Traditional Owner hunting
rights.

Government’s Parks & Wildlife rangers say they can’t control the hunting because of judicial
support for provisions of Section 122 of the Territory Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 1976
(NT). This allows any “Aboriginals who have traditionally used an area of land ... to continue to
use that land or water for hunting.

As a solution, the Wulna/Limilgnan Traditional Owners propose Fogg Dam be closed to the public
at night. We have asked government to find a solution without the need to close the dam.
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The Dam

Vegetation in Fogg Dam has been an issue for over 10 years. FOFD has been involved in clearing
the vegetation from the conclusion of CDU’s 2010 vegetation management study, through
manpower and financial assistance. Implementing recommendations of the CDU study, from 2014
Parks and Wildlife cleared over 50 hectares of the dam’s problem vegetation within four years.

In 2015, former Senior District Ranger Norman Greenfield publicly acknowledged that ongoing
management was required, to ensure the habitats of Fogg Dam are retained. Indeed, he predicted
then that without ongoing management, 100% of Fogg Dam would become completely closed over
within 10 years. Now, in 2025, lotus has taken over much of the dam with a consequential birdlife
decline and associated loss of visitation by tourists and locals.

June 2024 27 October 2025

In August 2024, Parks and Wildlife informed FOFD it would review CDU’s baseline 2010 study
and prepare a plan to manage Fogg Dam’s vegetation. Parks and Wildlife stated it was opposed to
weed harvesting and would not spray chemicals. Nevertheless, test spraying commenced in
December 2024 and continues. While this has resulted in small patches of open water next to the
dam wall, over 80% of the dam remains covered by vegetation.

More than 120,000 people visit Fogg Dam each year. What they see is unattractive: dying and dead
leaves above and lying on the water, black stems poking from the water and a brown scum beneath
the surface. The photos here were taken in September 2025, nine months after spraying
commenced.
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Spraying alone is not an appropriate long-term strategy, as the lotus quickly regrows, requiring
more spraying, degrading the environment and further reducing birdlife.

Significantly, the loss of open water habitat has resulted in an increase in birdlife at the Humpty
Doo Barramundi farm, which is impacting their business operations.

Parks and Wildlife has stated it is too unsafe to use the Fogg Dam weed harvester and, as it has been
sitting for approximately three years without use, Parks now consider it unserviceable (which we do
not agree with). Further, our suggestion for a contractor to remove lotus was dismissed over
concerns for ingress and egress to introduce exotic weeds (which we also do not agree with). This
is a very disappointing outcome and is inconsistent with ongoing safe use of weed harvesters across
the world, including in an almost identical lake environment in Cairns.

In comparison, the weed harvester leaves more attractive clear water: photos below taken from the
same photo point looking south from the eastern dam wall lookout: March 2014 before purchase of
the harvester and after just five months operation, March 2015.

September 2014 ' March 2015
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Talk by Professor Thomas Madsen, Deakin University

Professor Madsen has been studying the predator-prey ecology on the Adelaide River floodplain
since 1991. Following the September working bee, Thomas spoke on the state of Fogg Dam from
this perspective. It was Thomas’ research that found Fogg Dam has Earth’s highest measured
predator-prey biomass density: the water python-dusky rat relationship. Since 2019 he has observed
a significant ‘extinction level’ decline in dusky rats and water pythons in the Fogg Dam wetlands.
While flood events in the 2007, 2011 and 2018 years caused massive declines in the dusky rat
population and subsequently of water pythons, later their numbers recovered. His 2025 survey
showed the populations of both water pythons and dusky rats are extremely low; so low their
recovery is now in doubt. He believes the continued build-up of vegetation in Fogg Dam and
subsequent loss of open water areas has increased the impact of flooding and led to the 2025 survey
results. Compounded by cyclone Fina’s flooding, Fogg Dam may well lose its populations of water
pythons and dusky rats permanently, which is a sad indictment on Parks and Wildlife’s management
of a Conservation Reserve under its care. Years of inaction on vegetation management has led to
this situation. We have a digital copy of Thomas’ talk, complete with relevant statistics.

Deaths

Mid-year two long term members of FOFD died, as well as a non-member photographer who was a
regular Fogg Dam visitor. These were:

Dr Lyn Reid who passed on 14 June. Lyn was a founding FOFD member, a committee member and
Treasurer in the 1910s, and wife of current member Dr Brian Reid. Lyn organised FOFD’s tax
deduction of gifts status.

Henning Hintze, who passed in June was a founding member of FOFD and husband of current
member Jan Hintze.

Bob Sinclair, husband of Arlene Dunbar, passed on 11 September. Bob was not a FOFD member but
was well known for visiting Fogg Dam for morning, evening, night and storm photography.

Vale Lyn, Henning and Bob. We miss you and offer our condolences to Brian, Jan and Arlene.

Recognition: Following the Annual General Meeting, two
founding members of FOFD were surprised to be awarded life
membership:

e Heather Boulden who was Chairperson for the first
10-years of FOFD, the driver behind each of the four open
days, the creation of the initial FOFD website, the Humpty
Doo Rice Trail and continues to assist the committee.

e Jeremy Hemphill, who at various times has been secretary,
treasurer and public officer. He takes responsibility for the
infrequent preparation of these newsletters and most grant
applications.
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/‘ FRIENDS OF FOGG DAM INC.
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

www.foggdamfriends.org

—yy
Type of Membership and annual fee - Please circle

Family Individual/student/concession Corporate Overseas:
$10.00 $5.00 $40.00 Donation

Please print:
First or given name: Last or family name:

Email address

Best phone number

Postal address

Optional:
Any special interest or
skills you would like to
mention.
Details for direct bank deposit: Cheques payable to:
Bendigo Bank, Coolalinga Friends of Fogg Dam Inc.
Friends of Fogg Dam Inc. should be posted to
BSB 633 000 A/c No 155 307 747 26 Conigrave Street, Fannie Bay NT
PLEASE ENTER YOUR NAME ON THE TRANSFER. 0820
SIgnature: .........ooeiiiiiii Date: ....ooviiiiiiiii

Please scan your application and send to info@foggdamfriends.org
or post to 26 Conigrave Street, Fannie Bay, NT 0820.

Donations (not membership) of $2.00 or more to the Fogg Dam Fund,
BSB 633 000 A/c No 157 126 780 can be tax deductible.

To obtain your receipt please notify info@foggdamfriends.org of your donation.
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