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Working Bees  
 
Since 30 June five working bees have been undertaken at Fogg Dam: 53 working hours with 39 
hours of associated travel time. The NT Government’s Covid restrictions initially reduced 
attendance at working bees and numbers have fallen further. Members are ageing, some have 
moved interstate.  
 
Tasks included: 

• Monthly monitoring & recording of the dam and floodplain by drone and camera. 
• Weeding walking tracks and adjacent bush.  

• Cleaning interpretive signs along walking tracks, the dam wall and viewing platforms. 

• Pruning vines, overhanging branches and removing fallen trees. 

• Clearing leaves and debris from car parks and walking tracks. 

• Clearing scrub fowl mounds blocking walking tracks and filling holes they’ve dug. 

• Applying preservative to the dam lookouts and toilet. 

Next working bee: Sunday 29 January 2024, 9.00am start followed by a BBQ lunch 
at the Ranger station, where PhD candidate, Brandon Sideleau, will give a  
presentation on his crocodile research project.  

              

http://www.foggdamfriends.org/
mailto:info@foggdamfriends.org


                

Friends of Fogg Dam Inc, 26 Conigrave St, Fannie Bay, NT 0820   www.foggdamfriends.org    info@foggdamfriends.org 2 

Newsletter 
 Issue 32: December 2023 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

                                                 
   Clearing a scrub fowl mound                                                    Oiling lookout timbers, cleaning signs 

 

    
                        November team                      Peta Jones receiving Volunteer Recognition Certificate 

 

 
End of Monsoon Forest walk following successful spraying of Olive hymenachne 
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Oiling lookout floors, replacing sign 

 
 

             
 
 

 
Monsoon Forest Walk, October 2023 
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The Dam 
 
Following the last wet season, the dam overflowed until May.  Late this November the water 
level was about one metre below the overflow. Following early wet season storms the dam is 
filling. Senior Ranger Steve Dwyer anticipates the dam will overflow by New Year.  
 

 
 
Currently, the view from the dam wall lookouts is dominated by Lotus lilies that were 
introduced to the dam in the 1980s. Rising above the water, the lilies reduce habitat for the 
birds that swim in open water (pigmy geese), walk on floating lily leaves (jacanas), or hunt from 
above (terns). 
 

 
View south from 1st dam wall lookout, 26 November 2023. Lotus lilies, no open water. 
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Weed harvester 
 
The Fogg Dam weed harvester, jointly owned by NT Parks & Wildlife Commission (P&W) and 
FOFD, was acquired from Palmerton council in 2014.  
 
After eight years of work, it’s now in the Fogg Dam Ranger station for assessment and 
maintenance: 

- the chain mesh conveyor belt in the front bucket area is in poor condition, 
- mountings for hydraulic drive motors for the cutter bars need repair, 
- the steel front bucket frame shows rust deterioration, 
- two lugs for lifting the harvester by crane are missing. 

 

   
Areas of concern are circled in red: frame rust, cutter drive mountings, lifting lugs, conveyor  

 
The Australian Marine Safety Authority (AMSA) recently visited the NT to check the compliance 
of vessels including the Fogg Dam harvester and airboats.  AMSA will report to P&W if work is 
needed for the harvester to comply with regulations. 
 
In February 2020, a Palmerston Council amphibious weed harvester capsized, briefly trapping 
and injuring the operator. That has implications for the future of the Fogg Dam harvester. 
 

NT WorkSafe found the Palmerston council “breached its primary duty of care under the Work 
Health Safety Act and of its duties around the management and control of workplace plant.” 
NT Worksafe requires the council to: 

- instal an emergency communication device and lifebuoy ….  and make the equipment 
readily accessible to members of the public; 

- provide operators with waterproof mobile phone covers to ensure they can call for 
emergency help; 

- develop and display posters and information sheets at its maintenance facility to remind 
staff of the risks of working around water, working alone, and safely using the weed 
harvester; and 

- hold two events to educate owners and the community on water safety. 
 

Similar conditions are likely to be required for future operation of the Fogg Dam weed harvester.  
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                 How things change.  May 2021 photo with same view, same camera as the photo at the bottom of Page 4. 

The Committee 
 
The following appointments were made at FOFD’s October Annual General Meeting: 
          Chairperson – Mary Marshall,  Vice-Chairperson – Lucy Black 
          Secretary/Treasurer – Jeremy Hemphill, supported by Peter McGrane 
          Committee: Lucy Black, Peta Jones, Leah Wells, Tony Hare, Peter McGrane 
                                with Steve Dwyer representing NT Parks and Wildlife Commission. 
         Heather Boulden will assist as necessary. 
             
           Peter McGrane is Public Officer and Michael Stott will continue as auditor. 

 
Apart from general administration, the committee is obliged to report on it activities and 
finances to the Northern Territory government, the Register of Environmental Organisation 
and the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission 
             

FOFD Website:  
Our combined FOFD-Ricetrail website is secure. We’re not yet able to edit content, eg 
newsletters and working bee dates, but hope to be able to do this early in 2024 as well as adding 
photos, comprehensive fauna and flora lists and contact information.  
 
 
 

Membership 
 
The 56 current members reside in the Northern Territory, some Australian states and the 
United Kingdom. Most Northern Territory members reside close to Darwin. 
 
New members are always welcome. An application form follows.  Annual fees are modest:  
       - Single people: $5.00 
 - Families: $10.00 
  - Corporate entities: $40.00 
  - Overseas people: a once off donation 
 

Membership payments are made to Bendigo Bank, Coolalinga:      

  - BSB 633 000  Account No 155 307 747 
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Type of Membership and annual fee - Please circle 

Family   

$10.00 

Individual/student/concession  

$5.00 

Corporate 

 $40.00 

 Overseas:   

Donation 
 
 
 

Please print: 
First or given name: 

 

Last or family name: 

 

Email address 

 

 

Best phone number 

 

 

Postal address 

 

 

Optional: 

Any special interest or 

skills you would like to 

mention. 

 

 

Details for direct bank deposit: 

Bendigo Bank, Coolalinga 

Friends of Fogg Dam Inc. 

BSB 633 000 A/c No 155 307 747 
PLEASE ENTER YOUR NAME ON THE TRANSFER. 

Cheques payable to: 

Friends of Fogg Dam Inc. 

should be posted to 

26 Conigrave Street, Fannie Bay NT 

0820 

 

 

 

Signature: ……………………………………………  Date: …………………………… 

 

 

Please scan your application and send to info@foggdamfriends.org  

or post to 26 Conigrave Street, Fannie Bay, NT 0820.  

 

 

 

 
 

Donations (not membership) of $2.00 or more to the Fogg Dam Fund,  

BSB 633 000  A/c No 157 126 780 can be tax deductible. 

 

To obtain your receipt please notify info@foggdamfriends.org of your donation. 

 

FRIENDS OF FOGG DAM INC. 

 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

 

      www.foggdamfriends.org 
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